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_——_ RISES 

fg-The address of Mr. Fletcher to the citizens of 
Boston, in reference to his speech at Faneuil Hall, 
is inserted in this number. In our next we will 
publish the address of Mr. Atherton, of New Hamp- 
shire, a member of the committee of ways and 
means, to his constituents. 





fg-In another page we have published the reso- 
Jutions of the Vermont legislature, with those sub- 
mitted to the senate by Messrs. Calhoun, Norvell, 
and Morris on the slave question. As soon as the 
debate on the resolutions of the gentleman first 
named, is concluded, we will lay it before our 
readers, with the yeas and nays, &c. 





CoNGRESSIONAL. Our congressional abstracts 
are made up to Thursday, inclusive. On yes- 
terday the message inserted below was communi- 
cated to congress by the president, and in both 
houses referred to their respective committees on 
foreign affairs. In the senate, after the reference 
of the message, Mr. Preston’s resolution, offered 
on. Thursday, for the annexation of Texas to the 
union, was made the special order for Tuesday 
week. It is as follows: 


Whereas the just and true boundary of the Unit- 
ed States, under the treaty of Louisiana, extended 
on the south west to the Rio Grande del Norte, 
which river continued to be the boundary line until 
the territory west of the Sabine was surrendered to 
Spain by the treaty of 1819: 


And whereas such surrender of a portion of the 
territory of the United States is of evil precedent 
and doubtful constitutionality: 


And whereas many weighty considerations of 
policy make it expedient to re-establish the said 
true boundary, and to re-annex to the United States 
the territory occupied by the state of Texas, with 
the consent of the said state: 

Be it therefore resolved, That, with the consent of 
the said state previously had, and whenever it can 
be effected consistently with the faith and treaty 
stipulations of the United States, it is desirable and 
expedient to re-annex the said territory to the Unit- 
ed States. 


Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions were again taken up, 
and were considered until alate hour, but without 
any final action having been taken on them. 


In the house, Mr. 4dams moved a suspension of 
the rules that a resolution reported on Thursday by 
Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign affairs, 
calling on the president for such information in the 
possession of either of the departments, in relation 
fo the capture of the Mexican vessel of war, the 
gen. Urea, as may be consistent with the public in- 
terest; but the house refused—ayes 79, nays 112. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the president of the U. States, by the hands of 
his private secretary, A. Van Buren, esq. 

To the senate and 

house of representatives of the United States: 

Recent experience on the southern boundary of 
the United States, and the events now daily occur- 
ring on our northern frontier, have abundantly 
shown that the existing laws are insufficient to 
guard against hostile invasion, from the United 
States, of the territory of friendly and neighboring 
hations. 

The laws in force provide sufficient penalties for 
the punishment of such offences, after they have 
een committed, and provided the parties can be 
found; but the executive is powerless in many 
Cases to prevent the commission of them, even 
When in possession of ample evidence of an inten- 
lion on the part of evil-disposed persons to violate 
our laws. 

Your attention is called to this defect in our le- 
gislation. It is apparent that the executive ought 
to be clothed with adequate power effectually to 
restrain all persons within our jurisdiction from the 
Comimission of acts of this character. They tend 
to disturb the peace of the country, and inevitably 
involve the government in perplexing controversies 
With foreign powers. I recommend a careful revi- 
Sion of all the laws now in force, and such addition- 
al enactments as may be necessary to vest in the 
“xecutive full power to prevent injuries being in- 

icted upon neighboring nations by the unauthoriz- 
ed and unlawful acts of citizens of the United 
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States, or of other persons who may be within our 
jurisdiction, and subject to our control. 

In illustration of these views, and to. show the 
necessity of an early action on the part of congress, 
[ submit herewith a copy of a letter received from 
the marshal of the northern district of New York, 
who had been directed to repair to the frontier, and 
take all authorized measures to secure the faithful 
execution of existing laws. M. VAN BUREN, 

Washington, January 5, 1838. 

The message, and accompanying letter, having 
been read, were, on motion of Mr. Howard, referred 
to the committee on foreign affairs. 

After some proceedings, which shall be given in 
detail in our next, the following resolution, report- 
ed by Mr. Howard, from the committee on fureign 
affairs, was taken up. 

Resolved, 'That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house, as far as the 
same may be consistent with the public interest, all the 
information in either of the departments respecting the 
capture, by the United States sloop of war Natchez, of 
the Mexican vessel of war the General Urea, and its 
subsequent restoration by the United States to the Mexi- 
can government. 

Mr. Adams moved to amend the resolution by 
adding thereto the following: 

**And also copies of all instructions to the officers of 
the government of the United States and all correspon- 
dence with them, with the governors of any of the states, 
and with the governments and officers of Mexico and 
of Great Britain concerning the preservation of the neu- 
trality of the United States in the civil wars and insur- 
rections in Mexico and in any of the British provinces 
north of the United States, since the year 1829, and par- 
ticularly of a letter from the late president of the United 
States to the secretary of the territory of Arkansas, dated 
on or about the 10th December, 1836.” 

Mr. Fillmore then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto the following: 

“And that the president be requested to communicate 
to this house any additional information in his posses- 
sion of acts endangering the amicable relations between 
this government and that of Great Britain, either by the 
subjects of Great Britain or by our own citizens, on the 
Canadian frontier, and what measures have beer adopt- 
ed by the executive to preserve our neutrality with said 
kingdom. 

Considerable debate ensued on the resolution 
and amendments. Finally, the question was suc- 
cessively put on both amendments, and then on the 
resolution as amended, which was agreed to by the 
house. 

Some unimportant business was next transacted, 
after which the house adjourned to Monday. 





From the Globe of last night. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. STATES 
OF AMERICA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS, information having been received of 
a dangerous excitement on the northern frontier of 
the United States, in consequence of the civil war 
begun in Canada, and instructions having been 
given to the U. States officers on that frontier, and 
applications having been made to the governors of 
the adjoining states to prevent any unlawful interfer- 
ence on the part of our citizens in the contest un- 
fortunately commenced in the British provinces: 
additional information has just been received, that, 
notwithstanding the proclamations of the governors 
of the states of New York and Vermont, exhorting 
their citizens to refrain from any unlawful acts 
within the territory of the United States; and, not- 
withstanding the presence of the civil officers of the 
United States, who, by my directions, have visited 
the scenes of commotion with the view of impress- 
ing the citizens with a proper sense of their duty, 
the excitement, instead of being appeased, is every 
day increasing in degree—that arms and munitions 
of war, and other a, | TH have been procured by 
the insurgents in the United States—that a military 
force, consis‘ing, in part at least, of citizens of the 
United States, had been actually organized, had con- 
gregated at Navy Island, and were still in arms un- 
der the command of a citizen of the United States, 
and that they were constantly receiving accessions 
and aid: 

Now, therefore, to the end that the authority of 
the laws may be maintained, and the faith of trea- 
ties observed, I, MARTIN VAN BUREN, do 
most earnestly exhort all citizens of the United 





States who have thus violated their duties, to return 





peaceably to their respective homes; and I-hereb 
warn them, that any persons who shall compromit 
the neutrality of this government by interfering in 
an unlawful manner with the affairs of the neigh- 
boring British provinces, will render themselves lia- 
ble to arrest and punishment under the laws of the 
United States, which will be rigidly enforced; and, 
also, that they will receive no aid or countenance 
from their government into whatever difficulties 
they may be thrown by the violation of the laws of 
their country, and of the territory of a neighboring 
and friendly nation. 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, 
the fifth day of January, A. D. 1838, and the 
sixty-second of the independence of the United 
States. M.VAN BUREN. 

By the president: 

John Forsyth, secretary of state. 





MARYLAND SENATOR. On Monday last Wil- 
liam D. Merrick, of Charles county, was elected a 
senator in congress, from the state of Maryland, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of the 
lamented governor Kent, whose term of service 
would have expired on the 4th of March, 1839. 

The vote was for Merrick 61, Blanks 33. One 
whig was absent. 





Arrarrs In CANADA. From the particulars 
given below, it will be seen that the war in the 
upper province is becoming a serious affair, and is 
likely to involve this government in difficulty, un- 
less great prudence is observed by our authorities. 
The account of the attack on the steamboat Caro- 
line, peaceably lying within our waters, is no doubt, 
exaggerated. It has, however, created a great deal 
of bitter feeling in that quarter; and the mayor of 
Buffalo has issued a proclamation, declaring that 
measures will be taken to prevent future aggres- 
sions, and the sheriff of Erie county has made a 
requisition on the commander of the 47th brigade, 
New York militia, which has been ordered to ren- 
dezvous at Buffalo without delay, armed and equip- 
ped for service. The last ‘rumor’ is, that the Bri- 
tish forces were landing on Grand Island. 

A proclamation has been issued from Navy Is- 
land, setting forth the objects of the persons assem- 
bled there, and calling upon the reformers of Canada 
to make it the place of rendezvous, and to lend 
their aid otherwise in revolutionizing the province. 
This is signed by Wm. Lyon Mackenzie, as chair- 
man pro tem. of the provincial government of the 
state of Upper Canada. It states that the force 
embodied wn Navy Island is well supplied with the 
necessaries of war, the contribution of their friends 
in New York; and offers a bounty of three hundred 
acres of iand to all volunteers who will lend their 
personal aid in bringing to a conclusion the Cana- 
dian struggle for independence. ‘The patriots are 
enjoined not to commit any excesses on the proper- 
ty or persons of the royalists, on pain of the severest 
punishment. A reward of five hundred pounds is 
offered for sir Francis Head, that “she may be — 
with as may appertain to justice.” In this paper i 
is also formally stated that the command of the mi- 
litary forces is given to gen. Van Rensselaer, son 
of gen. S. Van Rensselaer of Albany, assisted by 
sundry other military men, who are named. 

Later. The account of the attack on the Caroline 
is confirmed. The correspondent of the “Globe,” 
in New York says—A special message was trans- 
mitted by gov. Marcy to the legislature on this un- 
happy affair being made known to him. He states 
the loss of life to be twelve persons, either killed in 
the affray, or who perished at the Falls. His tone 
is manly, patriotic, and decisive, and he unflinch- 
ingly declares there is ‘‘no justification for the hos- 
tile invasion of our territory, and the destruction of 
the lives of our citizens.” Governor Marcy then 
adds: «‘The general government is entrusted with 
the maintenance of our relations, and will undoubt- 
edly take the necessary steps to redress the wrong, 
pidl sudieda the honor of the country.” 


From the Buffalo Com. Adv., Dec. 29, 2, P, M, 

Our citizens were all on the gui vive from an ear. 
ly hour, in consequence of a report that the British 
forces had made a landing on the lower portion of 
Grand Island, for the purpose of dislodging the in. 
surgents from their strong hold on Navy Island. 
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Muskets, rifles, shot guns, horses, pistols, swords, 
bayonets, &c. were instantly in requisition, and our 
streets shortly presented quite a warlike animated 
spectacle—with hundreds of anxious and excited 
men, all burning to repel “the foe.” 

A little before one, the messenger returned, hav- 
ing gone as far as Tonawanda, where he learned 
that the rumor was without foundation. This 
seemed to allay the excitement, and perhaps, dis- 
appointed some of the most ardent for immediate 
hostilities. 

The reported arrivals of British regulars probably 
arose from the coming in of the loyalist volunteers 
under M’Nab in full uniform. 

Gov. Head arrived at Chippewa yesterday, with 
400 volunteers from Cobourg, mason in two steam- 
boats from Toronto. 

The cannonading heard early this morning, de- 
stroyed the loyalist hydra-headed breast work again 
which seems to spring up every night merely to be 
cutdowninthe morning. Between 60 and 70 guns 
were fired to accomplish their destruction. 
from the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser extra, Fri- 

day, Dec. 29, 6 o’clock, p. m. 

_ We are informed that 400 regul«r troops have ar- 
rived at Chippewa, from the lower province, with 
a park of artillery, and that it is the intention of 
gov. Head (who is now at Chippewa) to commence 
an attack upon Navy Island to-night or early to- 
morrow morning, with cannon and howitzer, and if 
possible to land upon the island under cover of 
their cannon and shell. | 

Some of our deputy marshals have returned since 
our paper went to press. They report that but few 
Indians are upon Grand Island, and it is not known 
from whence they came; it is very possible that 
they are on the island hunting, 

from the Rochester Democrat of Friday night. 

We learn from a gentleman who left the Falls on 
Wednesday evening, that the firing commenced at 
1 o’clock from the island, and continued during the 
whole of the afternoon and night. 

The first shot was aimed at a white house nearly 
opposite the island, occupied by the negro troops; 
the iron visiter of course, startled the inmates, who 
were seen flying in all directions, the moment the 
shot took eflect. 

As if ‘enraged by so unexpected a visiter, three 
boats, occupied by some fifty or more men, pushed 
out from Chippewa, with the apparent wild pur- 
pose of attacking the island.' 

When they had proceeded about fifty rods from 
the shore, a shot was directed against the foremost 
boat—a scow, containing some thirty or forty men 
—but without effect. Its elevation was too high, 
and it produced no mischief; but a charge of grape 
shot followed, and the result was tremendous. 

The water was thrown high into the air in the 
wildest confusion, and for a moment, completely 
obscured the boat. When it cleared away, only 
five or six men were seen standing up; but whether 
they were prostrated by fear or lead, is unknown. 

You may well conceive that after so prompt a 


repulse, they deemed prudence the better part of 


valor, and made the best of their way to the shore. 
The rumor is, that fifteen were killed and seven- 
teen wounded, but no reliance can be placed on the 
rumor, as we, of course, have no means of knowing. 

The royalists did not return the fire until nearly 
five o’clock. It was then most lustily directed 
against the islanders, and is still continued, with 
what effect, we shall know to-morrow. 

The royalists have collected a strong force near 

hippewa. Among them are fifteen or twenty 

aval officers. They evidently contemplate an 
attack upon the island, and it is generally supposed 
that the three boats so promptly repulsed were but 
the vanguard of a strong array. 

We have conversed (says the Albany Daily Ad- 
vertiser,) with an intelligent gentleman from the 
west, who says that the number of patriot volun- 
teers on Navy [sland has increased to 700; that 
they are abundantly supplied with provisions fur- 
nished gratuitously by the inhabitants: and that they 
have twenty pieces of artillery. Mr. Garrow, the 
U.S. marshal, a few days since met a detachment 
of men marching down toward Navy Island with a 
_ piece, but was without the power to enforce the 

aws. 

The steamboat Traveller was at Kingston, going 
up to Toronto with part of the 24th regiment from 
the lower province. 

N. Garrow, United States Marshal for the north- 
ern district of New York, has published an address 
to the citizens of the northern district of this state, 
recommending to their notice the first and sixth 
sections of the act of congress passed, 20th April, 
1818, to punish certain crimes against the United 
States, and giving notice that he will prasecute all 
offenders under these sections. 


The New York correspondent of the “Intelligen- 


cer’’ states, that the steamboat Caroline, at Schlos- 
ser, on the American side, filled with visiters whom 
curiosity had tempted to visit Navy Island, was 
attacked in the night of December 29th by 100 to 
150 armed men in five boats, who approached the 
steamer with muffled oars, unsuspecting any at- 
tack, and all on board asleep, it is said. The at- 
tacking force gave three cheers for ‘Victoria,” 
which alarmed the people, when a scuffle and a 
fight ensued, the British, however, succeeded in 
obtaining complete mastery of the boat. Twenty- 
two lives were lost somehow or other, and as the 
people on shore rushed to the rescue, they were 
fired upon, and one man was killed, whose body 
was taken to Buffalo. The steamboat, after the 
capture, was set on fire, towed into the stream, 
and the dead and wounded went over Niagara falls. 

All this has created in western New York, par- 
ticularly the frightful end of the scene, a fury it is 
almost impossible to restrain. The military are 
called out. Butfalo is full of armed men. The 
47th brigade is summoned to meet under arms in 
Buffalo. 

From the N. Y. Commercial of Wednesday. 

Another northern mail has just arrived, and has 
furnished us with the following important intelli- 
gence. 

The Upper Canada Gazette Extraordinary brings 
us the message of sir Francis Head, at the opening 
of parliament. It relates, of course, almost exclu- 
sively to the recent evdits in the province, and those 
now in progress on our side. 

Of the latter, governor Head speaks in strong but 
calm and impressive language. He expresses for- 
cibly the surprise and regret with which he has 
found the province entrusted to him by his sover- 
eign, invaded by a people with whom that sover- 
eign is at peace, and to whom no provocation has 
been given. 

Froin this part of the message we quote the fol- 
owing: 

«I am informed that Americans from various 
quarters are hastening from the interior to join this 
standard of avowed plunder and revolt—that can- 
non and arms are publicly proceeded there—and 
under these circumstances, it becomes my painful 
duty to inforin you, that without having offered to 
the United States the smallest provocation—with- 
out having entertained the slightest previous doubt 
of the sincerity of the American alliance, the in- 
habitants of this province may, in a few days, be 
called upon by me to defend their lives, their pro- 
perties, and their liberties, from an attack by Ame- 
rican citizens, which, with no desire to offend, I 
must pronounce to be unparalleled in the history of 
the world. 

Governor Head declares that he feels no anxiety 
for the result, and adds: ‘the peaceful inhabitants 
of Upper Canada will not be left to defend their 
country alone, for they belong to an empire which 
does not suffer its subjects to be injured with im- 
punity; and if a national war, which it rests with 
the American government to avert, should be the 
unhappy consequence of an intolerant invasion of 
our freedom, the civilized world, while it sympa- 
thizes with our just cause, will view with feelings 
of astonishment and abhorrence this attempt of a 
body of American citizens treacherously to attack 
and plunder, in a moment of profound peace, their 
oldest, their rmost intimate, and their most natural 
ally.” 

tn conclusion, sir Francis says that, firmly anti- 
cipating from the American people a noble vindica- 
tion of their government and institutions, and hold- 
ing it but just to allow them a reasonable time to 
do so, he has communicated with the governor of 
New York and the British minister at Washington; 
and while awaiting their replies, has reinforced the 
militia by a strong corps of observation on the’ fron- 
tier, and made arragements for a levy en masse of 
the militia should their services unhappily be re- 
quired. 


—— 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

December 28. ‘The following aad re and me- 
morials were presented and suitably referred: 

By Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, from a number of 
the inhabitants of the northwest section of Ohio, 
praying that the alternate sections of land reserved 
to the United States on a canal in Ohio and Illinois 
might be sold, and that the excess over $1 25 per 
acre might be appropriated to the construction of 
roads, &c. in that quarter. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from the Union bank of 
Georgetown, praying indemnification for money 
lost in the post office at Baltimore, by the admis- 
sion ofastranger within the office. 

By Mr. Linn, three memorials relating to cer- 
tain harbors in Wisconsin [unheard, in consequence 





———— 
Among the bills introduced were the followins 
By Mr. Davis. A bill providing for the Settle 

ment of claims by the states on the United States 

for interest on advances made by them during ¢h, 
war. § the 

Mr. Davis stated that this bill had already pass. 
ed the senate, ata former session; and expresse, 
the hope that it would now be acted on speedil 

The senate having taken up the resolution be. 
fore offered by Mr. Niles, relative to an insurance 
of the safe transmission of money in the mails, 

Mr. Niles ottered a substitute for that resolution 
requiring the postmaster general to communicate to 
the senate his opinion of the propriety and advanta. 
ges of authorizing by law the transmission in the 
mail of sums of inoney, not exceeding severally g 
certain amount, at the risk of the department; the 
rate per centage which ought to be charged by the 
department for that risk; and such other information 
on the subject as he might think proper, and with. 
in his power. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, asked whether it had ey. 
er been the practice of the senate to call on the 
heads of departments for their opinions on an 
measure proposed? Congress had the right to eal 
on the secretary of the treasury for plans, &c.. and 
to require him to attend personally in either house; 
but Mr. C. knew of no example in which the post- 
master general had been called on for his opinion 
on the expediency of any measure. If he might 
give his opinion in writing, why not as well have a 
seat in the senate, to defend that opiuion, and take 
a part inthe discussion of questions, as was the 
practice of meinbers of the British cabinet? Ifsuch 
opinions ought to come here, they ought to be ex- 
plained and defended. <A call for information as to 
facts, or any thing of that kind, Mr. C. thought 
proper and parliamentary. 

Mr. Niles was wiiling to modify his resolution, 
so as to make it a call for information on the sub. 
ject. He admitted the impropriety of a call fora 
mere opinion; and information in detail, was the 
object he had in view. He went into a minute de- 
tail of the advantages of a plan of insurance of 
this kind, and of what he deemed the best means of 
attaining those advantages. The objection, he said, 
was merely technical. 

Mr. Clay said he did not mean to give any 
opinion, or make any objections to the plan which 
the senator had in view. His objection was to the 
practice of calling on the head of a department for 
his opinions. The senator from Connecticut might 
attain his object in the customary mode, by a reso- 
lution authorizing an inquiry on the subject by the 
committee on the post office and post roads, who 
would, of course, call on the department for infor- 
mation, if they thought proper. His objection, he 
said, was not techinal, but grave and important, in- 
volving the dignity as well as the parliamentary or- 
der of the body itself. 

Mr. Grundy said he should fee! obliged to vote 
against this resolution. Henever knew, and hoped 
he never should know, of an instance of a call by 
the senate for the opinions of any executive officer 
of this government. It was proper to call on them 
for information; but this resolution did not call for 
information, but a mere matter of opinion. Mr.G. 
also expressed his opposition to the plan proposed. 
It would make a great many postmasters responsi- 
ble, and involve the government in a great many 
small affairs of money. He was willing, however, 
that a committee should make the usual inquiry; 
but he had never voted to call for an opinion, as 
was proposed, and he did not think he ever should. 

Mr. Niles, after a few remarks, moved to lay his 
resolution on the table; which was done accord- 
ingly. 

On motion of Mr. Nicholas, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public Jands 
inquire into the expediency of a (certain) survey 
in the south east district of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the secretary of war 
was called on for information as to (certain) sur- 
veys in Wisconsin. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and ca- 
nals inquire into the expediency of making appro- 
priations to open the raft on Red river. 

Mr. Norvell rose to lay some resolutions upon the 
table, and to move that they be printed. Several 
days ago, Mr. N. said, after the Vermont resolu- 
tions were introduced into this body, certain peti- 
tions on the subject of abolition were put into his 
hands by the representative from Michigan, who 
was then indisposed, to be presented fo the senate. 
He had communicated with some friends in relation 
to their presentation, and had stated to them his 1n- 
tention, when they were presented, to submit reso- 
lutions to meet the case. He had by them been 
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eerie 
vermont should again be brought up; but the sena- 
tor from South Carolina having yesterday laid his 
resolutions upon the table, and having intimated his 
wish that they should be discussed, that the subject 
enerally should be discussed, before the Vermont 
resolutions should be taken up, Mr. Norvell beg- 
ed leave to lay the resolutions on the table, and to 
ask that they be printed. 

The resolutions were then read and ordered to be 

inted. 

a For the resolutions of Mr. Norvell, see page 297.] 

After some unimportant business, the senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolutions offer- 
ed yesterday by Mr. Calhoun [see page 297], when 
that gentleman arose and spoke at some length in 
favor of his resolutions, dwelling chiefly on objec- 
tions which had been or might be made to them. 

A debate followed, (to be published hereafter, ) 
by Messrs. Calhoun, Preston, Swift, and Strange. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the resolutions were 
ordered to be made the special order for Wednes- 
day next, with an understanding that they should 
be considered in advance of the Vermont resolutions. 

Several bills were read a third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
16th sections of land granted for the use of schools, 
for other lands, was amended, on motion of Mr. 
Walker, so as to extend its provisions to similar 
lands granted to the states, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a thira reading. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the senate 
adjourned. 

December 29. Mr. Webster appeared and took 
his seat to-day. 

After the presentation of petitions, among which 
was one, presented by Mr. Knight, from the Tem- 
perance society of Rhode Island, praying that grog, 
as rations to sailors in the service of the United 
States, may be prohibited, 

Mr. Grundy reported a bill for establishing a 
board of cuminissioners for the examination of in- 
dividual claims against the United States. Twice 
read, and referred. 

Mr. Tipton reported a bill for an appropriation for 
the improvement of Red river, by the removal ofa 
certain raftobstructing the same. Twice read ana 
referred. 

Mr. Morris offered a series of resolutions on the 
slave question and slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, as an amendment to those offered by Mr. Cal- 
houn, yesterday. [See page 277.] 

Mr. Morris accompanied his resolutions with 
some explanatory remarks. He agreed with the 
general import of Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions, so far 
as they opposed abolition, but when he found the 
doctrine of putting down the freedom of opinion 
and discussion endorsed by a senator coming from 
his section of the country, (supposed to refer to 
Mr. Norvell,) he (Mr. M.) thought it behooved 
hin to explain his sentiments, that he might not be 
suspected as assenting ta doctrines totally subver- 
sive of natural liberty. 

The object of Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions appear- 
ed to Mr. M. to be virtually an attempt to stifle 
public opinion; as if his resolutions ought to be 
adopted, and the least sentiment or thought or opin- 
lon adverse to them ought to be putdown. Either 
the principle and the right of free discussion must 
be put down, or else a man must be stigmatized as 
an abolitionist. Such appeared to be the summary 
it and procedure of the resolutions of Mr. Cal- 

oun, 

Mr. M. entered his opinion in favor of free dis- 
cussion, and in favor of the right of private opin- 
lon in all cases ‘and despite of all considerations or 
Compromises. He did not wish it to be taken un- 
Kindly if he had used in many points Mr. C.’s own 
words, from which he, however, had deduced very 
diferent conclusions. Mr. M. concluded by mov- 
Ing th j j j < 

* that his resolutions be laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Calhoun rose to make some few remarks in 
elerence only to what had been said with respect 
to him personally. Here, now, was at last the 
Cteed of the abolition sect avo:ved in this body! It 
‘hounts to this: that one state has the right to 
interfere with the institutions of another, and to 
mi us in our dearest rights. Here was the an- 
agonist side and he trusted he should have a vote 
against it, One motive and object of his resolu- 
‘ons Was, that if there were a disease he might 
pot. it to the surface, to show itself, that its full 
ent migiit be known. Here it had come at last. 
. Was well to have an early and full understand- 
ng ou the subject. 

‘lis first and greatest desire was to preserve the 


UNion: = 4 . > 
| ‘ton; Dut if that was impossible, then (and he 


Would boldly avow it) his next most ardent desire 


Was fer the south to save itself. He had not said 


One w : ; : ; 
© word against the liberty of the press or against 


reedom of discussion. 





Mr. Morris explained; he formed his deductions 
from the general tenor and effect of the resolutions. 

Mr. Calhoun cared not what his (Mr. Morris’s) 
view might be; such was not the view and deduc- 
tion drawn by Mr, C. himself. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested 
tv communicate to the senate a copy of all papers 
and reports nade and forwarded to the department 
connected with the calling out of the militia in 
1836, by order of the Indian agent at Logansport, 
to suppress a threatened riot at that place at the 
time of the payment of the annuity. 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the payment of the militia called 
out by the Indian agent at Logansport, Indiana, to 
suppress a threatened riot at the payment of the 
annuity at that place in the year 1836. 

Mr. Bayard offered a resolution instructing the 
committee on commerce to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making appropriations for the construc- 
tion of certain harbors and lighthouses in the state 
of Louisiana. 

Mr. Davis submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be instructed 
to communicate to the senate such information as 
he has, and the department contains, upon the fol- 
lowing matters, to wit: 

1. The number of troops, including allies, which 
have been employed in the war with the Seminole 
Indians from the commencement to this time. 

2. The number now in the service. 

8. The authority under and by which allies have 
been employed, and the terms and conditions upon 
which they do or have served. 

4. The amount of naval force, if any, which has 
been employed upon this service, and whether and 
to what extent it has been employed on land. 

5. If steam vessels have been employed, and 
how many, and for what kind of service. 

6. The number of persons employed by the Uni- 
ted States that have been killed, or have perished 
from wounds or other causes in the several cam- 
paigns. 

7. The entire disbursement made by the United 
States to carry on this war up to this time. 

8. The probable arrearages now due. 

9. The whole number of Seminole population at 
the commencement of hostilities. 

10. The number of warriors then. 

11. The number of warriors killed, and the num- 
ber taken prisoners by the troops, &c. of the United 
States, and the number that have come in and vo- 
luntarily surrendered. 

12. The number of warriors who have emigrated, 
the number still remaining, the number of other 
classes who have emigrated, and the number re- 
maining. 

13. The probable number of arms possessed by 
the Seminoles at the commencement of the war, 
and the sources from which they have obtained, or 
are supposed to have obtained, supplies of ammu- 
nition. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time, and passed: 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth section of school lands: 

The bill to ratify certain official acts of John 
Pope, late governor of Arkansas. 

The resolution of Mr. Niles on the subject of 
remittance of money through the mail, (as modified 
yesterday,) was then taken up, and agreed to. 

The bill providing for the punisliment of certain 
offences against the United States was taken up. 

Mr. Clayton offered, as an amendment, to insert 
‘or public documents,” after the word records, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said the bill before the 
senate was one of no ordinary character. Being 
satisfied that it contained provisions that called for 
the cool deliberation and solemn decision of the 
senate, he had, on yesterday, moved, pending the 
reading of the bill, that the senate adjourn, as at 
that time, it being at a late hour, the senate was 
not so full as he thought it ought to be when a 
question of so much importance as life and death 
was to be decided by it. The senate had kindly 
adjourned. He did not propose to detain the body 
longer than would be necessary merely to point to 
that part of the bill to which he objected, and which 
he believed would not be sustained by the senate. 
He alluded to that part of the bill which prayided 
for the punishment of the crime of burning a pub- 
lic building containing records or documents with 
death. He (Mr. 8.) could not reconcile it to his 
feelings or his judgment to take life in such a case. 
The punishment of death was the highest, the most 
bloody, the most awful, that any human power, 
either civilized or savage, had ever thought itself 
authorized to inflict, under any pretence whatever; 





} 


and, if resorted to at all, would not the senate say it 
should only be thought of where the crime wasofa 
correspondiag character with the punishment? 
Sir, (said Mr. S.,) shall it be said that, at this very 
time, when the British pariiament is actually en- 
gaged in reforming her bloody code, in reducing 
the number of her capital offences, in ridding her- 
self of that feature of her criminal code, that has 
for centuries stood upon her statute books to evi- 
dence the ferocious and vindictive source from 
which they emanated—shall it be said that the 
senate of the United States of this land of liberty, 
justice and mercy, are employed in creating new 
offences to punish with this most awful of all pun- 
ishments? It has been found by experience, (said 
Mr. 8.,) in that country from which we derived 
much of our system of jurisprudence, civil and 
criminal, that itis not the severity of the punish- 
ment, but its certainty, that deters offenders from 
the commission of crime; and it is exceedingly 
doubtful whether the infliction of capital punish- 
ment, in any case, does not augment, rather than 
diminish, the sum total of criminal acts. At all 
events, without discussing the question whether it 
is good policy to take life in any case, or whether 
any human tribunal has that power, it is very clear 
that our laws should never be framed in a retaliato- 
ry or vindictive spirit; our object should be to pro- 
tect society, reform offenders, and deter others from 
the commission of like offences: these objects are 
to be effected by the certainty of adequate punish- 
ment, as it must be obvious to all that, whenever 
the punishment is vindictive and greatly dispro- 
portioned tu the offence, the offender addresses 
himself with great power to the mercy of the court 
and jury before his conviction, and to the clemency 
of the pardening power after; and the consequence 
is, that every little defect in the prosecution is ta- 
ken hold of with avidity by the court and jury to 
acquit him on his trial, and every plausible pretext 
seized upon by the executive to justify his act of 
clemency in pardoning the offender. He (Mr. S.) 
would not say that there was no case where he 
would not punish the offender with death; it was 
not necessary for him to moot that question now; 
he would say, however, that this was not one of the 
cases that he could ever thik of such a punish- 
ment. In the state of Indiana, which, in part, he 
had the honor to represent, but two classes of cases 
were punished with death, and these were murder { 
and treason, and yet he was well satisfied that their 
laws were sufficiently sanguninary for the security 
of society. 

He was aware that, at the session before the last, 
an amendment nearly similar to the one he was 
about to offer had been rejected by the senate, and 
the bill had passed with this objectionable feature 
in it. But he hoped it was decided without that 
deliberation the senate seemed disposed to give it 
at this time. JT.et that be as it may, the love of 
justice will always predominate over the pride of 
consistency in the minds of the liberal and good. 

Mr. Smith concluded by moving to strike out the 
clause in the bill which punishes the offender, upon 
conviction, with death, and insert that the convict 
shall be confined at hard labor for a term of time 
not less than ten years, or for life, at the discretion 
of the court. He said he would not detain the se- 
nate, but would content himself with this explana- 
tion of the object of his amendment. 

Mr. Grundy was opposed to the amendment, on 
which he called for the yeas and nays, which being 
ordered, the amendment was adopted, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Davis, Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Robins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Smith of Ind., 
Southard, Swift, Walker, Webster, Williams, 
Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Clay, of 
Ala., Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, of 
Ala., Lyon, Nicholas, Sevier, Strange, Tipton, 
White, Wright—16. 

The bill, with all the amendments, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to communicate to the senate a statement of the 
amount annually paid to revolutionary and other 
pensioners, in each state, since 1789, to the present 
time. 

The bill providing for the settlement of the claim 
of the executrix of Richard W. Meade, coming up 
for consideration, 

A discussion of considerable length arose on an 
amendment before offered to the biil, which requir- 
ed the commissioners, if they wholly disallowed the 
claim, to report their opinion, with the grounds of 
it, to the senate at its next session; and also on the 
point whether or not this amendment would tend to 
make the decisiog final. 
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Mr. Claylon stated that this claim amounted to 
more than $400,000, and that allowing it would 
open the way to similar rejected claims of thirty- 
five million dollars. 

The amendment was adopted—Yeas 30, Nays 10. 

Mr. Hubbard proposed to amend the bill, so as to 
require the commissioners simply to report their 
result to the senate, that the senate itself might 
make the final decision. 

After some remarks of Mr. Hubbard, in favor of 
his amendment, and of Mr. Clay, strongly in favor 
of the bill, the amendment was lost without a divi- 
sion. 

Mr. Clayton moved to insert the words ‘as it (the 
claim) existed originally against Spain,” the object 
of which was to prevent the evidence of the Span- 
ish tribunal being taken as conclusive. 

After some observations by Messrs. Clay, Web- 
ster and Buchanan, it was agreed to. 

Mr. Hubbard moved to strike out the whole of 
the bill after the enacting clause, and insert a sub- 
stitute requiring the whole matter to be referred 
again to the senate. On which Mr. H. called for 
the yeas and nays, when the amendment was re- 
jected— Yeas 15, Nays 28. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill providing for the erection of a hospital 
in the city of Washington, for the care of the in- 
sane, was then taken up. Several minor amend- 
ments were made, when, pending the discussion, 

On motion, the senate adjourned to Tuesday. 

January 2. Mr. Buchanan presented two me- 
morials from a number of the citizens of the city 
and county of Philadelphia, stating that, by a re- 
cent order of the navy department, 500 persons had 
been discharged from employment; and praying 
that they might be employed on an unlaunched fri- 
gate called the Raritan, which was now in a course 
of decay. 

Mr. Buchanan hoped the senate would pardon 
him for saying a single word in favor of the prayer 
of these memorialists. A very large number of in- 
dustrious and skilful mechanics had been suddenly 
deprived of employment at the navy yard in Phila- 
delphia, at this inclement season of the year. 
Many of them, with large families, were now in a 
suffering condition, without the hope of relief du- 
ring the present wintef, unless the government will 
afford thememployment. They ask only that they 
may be permitted to give a fair equivalent in labor 
where it is required to be performed by the public 
interest, for bread for themselves, their wives, and 
their children. It had been represented to him, 
and was so stated in the memorials, that the frigate 
Raritan is now decaying on the stocks at the navy 

ard at Philadelphia. if this were the fact, (and 
j had no reason to doubt it,) the interest of the 
United States required that these mechanics should 
be employed upon that frigate. Public policy was 
thus in harmony with the claims of humanity. He 
begged leave, therefore to commend the claims of 
these suffering mechanics to the favorable and im- 
mediate attention of the committee on naval affairs, 

Mr. Preston said he wished to inquire of the ho- 
norable senator, before the vote should be taken on 
these memorials, why these persons had been dis- 
charged from the employ of the government. It 
would be remembered that at the last regular ses- 
sion of evongress, an unheard-of amount of appro- 
priations had been made in all branches of the pub- 
lic defence, to which extravagant appropriations, 
congress had been lashed up by their committees, 


Mr. P. would be glad to know whether all these |. 


had been expended; and whether there was a ne- 
cessity for this new appropriation, professedly for 
the public service, but really as a public charity. 
Mr. Buchanan replied, it was the first time he 
had known such an objection so made, on the mere 
resentation and reference of a petition. Debates, 
Ria thought, were frequent enough without using 
such an occasion to increase their amount. But he 
might answer the senator that he was not prepared 
to go into an account of the manner in which all 
the appropriations of the last regular session had 
been expended. Neither did he regard this as a 
question of charity; but a number of mechanics had 
been employed faithfully and industriously in the 
navy yard at Philadelphia; the navy commissioners 
had thought proper, whether on good grounds or 
not Mr. B. did not know, to discharge them from 
the public employ; and at at this inclement season 
of the year, when they could not disperse over the 
country in quest of employment. There was now 
a frigate on the stocks in Philadelphia, which the 
memorialists said was unfinished, and in a state of 
decay; and they asked congress whether they might 
not be usefully employed to complete that frigate; 
and whether the claims of humanity might not thus 
consist with the claims of public mterest. If the 
committee on naval affairs should think with the 





navy commissioners, that this proposition was in- 
expedient, they would say so; and if they reported 
in its favor, the senator from South Carolina would 
then have an opportunity of contesting their opi- 
nion. Mr. B. therefore hoped that if there must 
be debate on the subject, it would arise when the 
report should come from the committee. 

Mr. Preston said he thought the senator had mis- 
taken the practice of the senate on this point. It 
was not only competent in any senator to make in- 
quiries as toa petition preseated, but it was not 
their daily practice. r. P. thought, therefore, 
that he would be excused for calling on the senator 
for information as to these memorials, as he prefer- 
red this to taking up the time in reading them. 
Mr. P.’s object was to know how so extraordinary 
a memorial originated. The argument was that 
these persons wanted employ, because winter was 
approaching; not in charity, the senator had said; 
but he might use the same argument in favor of a 

eneral system uf pauperism. Work was to be 
ound for those who were suffering cold and hun- 
ger; but it was extraordinary that the government 
should be called on to find them employment. The 
case was already in the hands of the executive, and 
the senator did not know whether past appropria- 
tions had been expended; why, then, should they 
come to congress? 

Mr. Buchanan replied, that certain citizens of the 
United States had represented that this frigate 
ought to be completed, and that such completion 
would prevent suffering and want. Mr. B. was 
surprised that this petition should be thus arrested. 
He had explained the petition in the usual way, 
and he would repeat that a debate on the presenta- 
tion of such a memorial was uncommon, ite hoped 
it would go to the committee on finance, and receive 
their speedy attention; for if the frigate should be 
completed at all, it ought to be done now, to pre- 
vent its farther decay; and it was an additional ar- 
gument that it would give employment to merito- 
rious individuals whom the government had thrown 
out of employ. 

The memorials were then referred. 

A number of memorials, chiefly from individuals 
praying for relief, or for the accomplishment of Jo- 
cal objects, were presented and referred. 

Several bills were reported, which will be duly 
noticed in their further progress. 

The following, among other resolutions, were 
severally offered and adopted: 

By Mr. Benton: Calling on the secretary of war 
for the surveys of certain rivers in Missouri (un- 
heard,) with the estimates. 

By Mr. Lumpkin: A resolution of inquiry in re- 
lation to two proposed post routes in Georgia and 
Alabama. 

The resolutions befere offered by Mr. Davis, call- 
ing on the secretary of war for information in detail, 
in relation to the Florida war; and by Mr. Benton, 
inquiring as to the compensation of the surveyor 
and other government officers at St. Louis, were 
severally taken up and adopted. 

The several resolutions and reports unfavorable 
to private claims, lying on the table heretofore, 
were taken up and concurred in. 

The bill for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States was read the third time 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the executors of R. W. 
Meade was read a third time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Wright, was postponed to the day after to- 
morrow. 

The senate took up the bill making an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a hospital in the city of 
Washington. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved, as there was no 
plan, estimates, or report, from the committee on 
the subject of the proposed building, that the bill 
be recommitted to the committee for the District, 
to obtain these data. 

Mr. Williams, a member of the committee, made 
some explanations and remarks entirely inaudible 
to the reporters, but understood to acquiesce in the 
recommitment. 

Messrs. Sevier and Niles made some remarks in 
opposition to the bill; to whom Mr. Williams re- 
joined. When the bill was recommitted. 

The senate next considered private bills, a num- 
ber of which were considered and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the bill (conditionally) 
to revoke the charters of the banks in the District 
of Columbia was made the special order for Mon- 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. King, the senate then adjourn- 
ed. 

January 3. The senate was almost exclusively 
occupied to-day in discussing Mr. Calhoun’s resolu- 
tions. The first resolution was adopted—ayes 32, 
noes 10; and the second, after some amendments, by 


; $< 
avote of 31 yeas to9 nays. Before the remaipi,, 
resolutions were taken up, the senate, at about 2 
o’clock, adjourned. 

The debate was animated and exciting, and shal 
be published as soon as the resolutions are dis. 
posed of. 

January 4. This day was spent in discussjn 

Mr. Calhoun’s third resolution, to which various 
amendments were offered, but no final decision 
made upon them. The debate was quite desultory 
and at times, very interesting. The speakers were 
Messrs. Norvell, Calhoun, Preston, Hubbard, Smith 
of Indiana, Young, Allen, Morris, and Buchanan. 
As above stated, we will give the debate entire, a; 
soon as the subject is concluded. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The following members of the house of repre. 
sentatives are in attendance, in addition to those 
heretofore announced, viz. 

Waddy Thompson, of S. C. appeared on the 18th 
December. 

Charles F. Mitchell, of N. Y. on the 21st. 

George W. Owens, of Georgia, on the 26th. 

Henry Johnson, of Louisiana, on the 26th. 

Thomas Glascock, of Georgia, on the 28th. 

Charles Downing, delegate from Florida, on the 
18th. 

Thursday, Dec. 28. A great many reports, chief- 
ly on private claims, were presented to-day. 

Mr. Briggs offered a resolution instructing the 
committee of accounts to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reimbursing Joseph C. Noyes, a member 
of this house, the sum of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, being a sum on account of his compensation, 
paid him by the sergeant-at.arms, and accidentally 
destroyed by fire. 

[The sergeant-at-arms paid Mr. Noyes his mile- 
age, &c. in treasury notes and gold, enveloped ina 
package—but he, in the belief that the whole 
amount was in gold, burnt the envelope and the 
notes, unconscious of his loss.] 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. Whit- 
tlesey, Briggs, Adams, Johnson, of Virginia, Has- 
tings, Hamer, Garland, Smith, and Reed participa- 
ted, on the expediency of some general provision 
by law on this subject, (the treasury officers not 
possessing power to renew notes destroyed by fire, 
&c.) in the course of which the case was thorough- 
ly examined, 

The resolution was adopted. 

Two private petitions were properly referred, 
when on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the rules were 
suspended, to enable committees to make reports. 

Mr. Cumbreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the following bills, viz: _ 

A bill making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of government for 1888. ; 

A bill making appropriation for the naval service 
for 1838. 

A bill making appropriation for revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States for 1838. 

A bill providing for the adjustment of certain ac- 
counts, under a provision in the general appropria- 
tion act of 1834, 

A bill for the relief of John B. Lasala, of N. Y. 

By Mr. Haynes; A bill for the relief of James 
W. Osborne. 

By Mr. McKim: A bill for the relief of the pre- 
sident and directors of the Baltimore and Susque- 
hannah rail road company. hee 

By Mr. Pope: A bill making appropriations for 
the Cumberland road. é 

A great number of private bills were reported by 
the committee of claiins and other committees, ol 
which an account will be given hereafter. ' 

Mr. Bouldin, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, upon the resolution relative to the 
making of dividends by the banks during the sus- 
pension of specie payments, reported that the com- 
mittee have had the resolution under consideration, 
and finding that the charters of the banks expire 
by statuary limitation on the 14th of July, 1838, 
they deem it inexpedient to report a bill preventing 
them from declaring dividends during the suspen- 
sions, as contemplated by the resolution, and ask to 
be discharged from any further action thereon. 

The report was accepted, and the committee dis- 
charged accordingly. 

Mr. Haynes said he felt it to be his duty to ask 
the house again to resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole, upon’ the subject of the resolutions 
previously offered by himself, in reference to the 
commitment of the president’s message. 

Objections being made from various quarters, 

Mr. Haynes did not insist on his motion. 

The order of the day was the question of refer- 
ence of the memorial presented by Mr. Adams 00 
Tuesday last, from the New York Peace society; 
n relation to Mexican affairs. 





The chair observed that there were two motions 
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pefore the house: one proposing to refer the memo- 
rial to a select committee, the other proposing to 
refer it to the committee on foreign affairs, with in- 
structions to report thereon. The latter of these 
motions, having preference, was now under consi- 
deration. 

Mr. Howard, of Maryland, made a statement to 
the effect that, since his last remarks upon this 
subject, when he stated that no overture had been 
made by the Mexican government to that of the 
United States, there had been received by the lat- 
ter an official communication of a decree of the 
character alluded to in the memorial. Mr. Howard 
further said, however, that there was no distinct 
overture yet made from the government of Mexico 
to that of the United States, consequent upon that 
decree, of which he sent a copy to the chair, and 
which was read. [See page 273.] 

Mr. 4dams made some observations, chiefly in 
opposition to the proposed reference to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs, for similar reasons to those 
already urged; and 

Mr. Howard rejoined at some length. 

Mr. Petrikin (during this debate) moved to post- 
pone the subject for a week, in order that the 
states might be called for petitions. But, upon an 
appeal of Mr. Adams, he withdrew his motion. 

The motion to refer the memorial to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs, (upon which question Mr. 
Adams had demanded the yeas and nays), was car- 
ried by the following vote: Yeas 117, nays 51. 

Mr. Adams moved that the memorial be printed. 
Objection being made, 

The chair observed that it was not now in order 
tomake that motion unless by the consent of the 
house, as the memorial had been put out of the 
hands of the house. 

Mr. Everett, of Vermont, asked and obtained 
leave to offer the following resolution, which lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to transmit to this house copies of all corres- 
pondence between the government of the United States 
and the government of Mexico, and of all instructions 
given to our minister at the court of Mexico since the 
date of the Mexican treaty of 1828, not heretofore com- 
municated to this house; and also that he be requested 
to transmit copies of all correspondence since the date 
aforesaid, and not heretofore communicated to this 
house, between the executive of the United States and 
our minister at the court of Mexico, and which, in his 


— may be communicated without prejudice to the 
public. 


On motion of Mr. Yell, 

_ Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of authorizing the 
legislature of the state of Arkansas to sell the land set 
apart for schools and a seminary of learning in said 
state. And also into the propriety of granting to each 
county and parish the right of pre-emptions to one quar- 
ter section of land for seats of justice upon ‘more liberal 
terms than heretofore provided forjby law. 

_ The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the comptroller of the treasury, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the acts of 3d March, 
1809, and 3d March, 1817, transinitting a report of 
accounts in the office of the third auditor, which 
have remained unsettled prior to the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1837. 

Several resolutions for the establishment of post 
roads, and for the relief of individuals, were offered, 
after which the house adjourned. 

Friday, Dec. 29. Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, mov- 
ed that the standing committees have leave to re- 
port, and that the residue of the day (Friday) be 
devoted to the considering of private bills: but the 
notion was objected to, the house refused to sus- 
pend the rules, and the entire sitting was occupied 
by the presentation of memorials and resolutions. 

Memorials were presented from— 

- Maine, by Messrs. Evans, Fairfield, Smith, 
Noyes, Davee, and Cilley. 

waa Hampshire, by Messrs. Cushman and Wil- 
_ Massachusetts, by Messrs. Reed, Briggs, Cush- 
Ing, Calhoun, Lincoln, Grennell, Borden, Parmen- 
ter, and Adains. 
i [The last named gentleman, after the presenta- 
‘on of a large number of memorials praying for 
other matters, came, in order, to those in his hands 
relating to the abolition of slavery; and, having 
presented the first of them, he said, that as he had 
declared, in the face of the house, that he consider- 
- the resolution adopted by the house in reference 
- such memorials as unconstitutional, and there- 
Ore null and void, he held himself not bound to re- 
fard it otherwise than as he would submit to physi- 
cal force; that he still retained all the rights and 
Privileges of freedom of speech, and was entitled to 
nove that this and the following petitions for the 
abolition of slavery take the same course with other 
petitions presented here, and be referred to appro- 
priate committees. He stated further, that he had 








in his hands a petition demanding of this house to 
rescind that unconstitutional resolution. He did 
not propose at this moment to offer it; but he now 
gave notice that he should, on the basis of that 
memorial, offer a resolution to rescind accordingly. 
He was happy that, as quick as the mails could tras 
vel, he had received the memorial, demanding in 
that indignant language which became freemen * 
* * * * * * 

Mr. Lawler, of Alabama, here inquired of the 
chair what question was before the house? 

Mr. Adams said he was giving a notice to the 
house of his intention to move to rescind the infa- 
mous resolution he had referred to; that he did net 
admit its validity, but held it utterly unconstitu- 
tional and oppressive. 

Mr. A. then presented, seriatim, sundry memori- 
als on the subject of abolition, each of which was 
laid on the table, under the rule. 

Mr. A. next presented a number of memorials 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
the union, and moved that they be referred to “the 
committee for making war upon Mexico—the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs.” 

These were also laid on the table by a vote of the 
house. 

Mr. A. asked permission to offer at this time the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to inform this house, if he deem it not incom- 
patible with the public interest, by what act of this house 
“it appeared that the opinion of the legislature coincid- 
ed with that of the executive at the second session of the 
last congress, that any mode of redress known to the 
law of nations might justifiably be used in support of the 
claims of the United States against Mexico, in the pre- 
sent state of their relation.” 

The reception of the resolution being objected to, 
it could not at this time be received. 

From Rhode Island, petitions were further pre- 
sented by Messrs. Tillinghast and Cranston. 

(Mr. Tallinghast presented, among other papers, 
certain resolutions of the state of Rhode Island, on 
the subject of the annexation of Texas, which were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. Pre- 
viously to the motion to Jay them on the table, Mr. 
T. observed that the main purport of these resolu- 
tions was to present reasons against the annexation 
of that country to the United States, which were 
entirely free from any suggestions which could be 
wounding to the feelings of gentlemen placed in a 
peculiar situation in relation to a certain class of our 
population. He could not yet concur in the opi- 
nion, he would not believe that all who were so 
situated must be, as a matter of course, in favor of 
the admission of Texas: he would not believe this 
until he should actually see it. For there was as 
much, and no more, reason (wholly apart from that 
inatter) for the admission of Texas, than for the ad- 
mission of Great Britain into our union. 

The chair here interposed, and stopped Mr. T., as 
he seemed to be going into the merits of the paper. 
The resolutions were then laid on the table.] 

From Connecticut, by Messrs. Toucey, Ingham, 
Whittlesey, Haley, Holt, and Chancy. 

From Vermont, by Messrs. Allen, Fletcher, and 
Everett. 

From New York, by Messrs. Bicknell, Alexan- 
der, Parker, McClellan, Kemble, Jackson, Moore, 
Noble, Mitchell, Childs, Palmer, Curtis, DeGraff, 
Prentiss, Clark, Sibley, Gray, Cambreleng, Russell, 
Taylor, Loomis, Spencer, and Edwards. 

From New Jersey, by Messrs. Randolph, and 
Halsted. 

From Pennsylvania, by Messrs. Potts, Davis, 
Henry, Hubley, Toland, M. Morris, McKennan, 
Beatty, Potter, Hammond, Petrikin, McClure, Bu- 
chanan, Logan, Biddle, S. W. Morris, and Ogle. 

From Maryland, by Messrs. Thomas, Howard, 
and W. C. Johnson. 

From Virginia, by Messrs. Beirne, Johnson, 
Bouldin, Taliaferro, Heohike. and Morgan. 

From North Carolina, by Mr. Deberry. 

From South Carolina, by Messrs. Griffin, and Le- 
gare, 

° From Georgia, by Mr. Owens. 

From Kentucky, by Messrs. Calhoon, Underwood, 
Hawes, S. Williams, Rumsey, Menifee, Graves, 
Murray, and Chambers. 

From Tennessee, by Messrs. Carter, Turney, C. 
H. Williams, Crockett, Bell, Stone, and the speaker. 

From Ohio, by Messrs. Harper, Goode, Allen, 
Mason, Hunter, Corwin, Webster, Chaney, C. 
Morris, Whittlesey, Ridgway, Leadbetter, and 
Sheplor. 

From Louisiana, by Mr. Johnson. 

From Indiana, by Messrs. White, Dunn, Ewing, 
and Casey. 

From Alabama, by Messrs. Lawler, Lyon, and 
Chapman. 

From Missouri, by Mr. Miller. 

From Michigan, by Mr. Crary. 





From Florida, by Mr. Downing. 

From Wisconsin, by Mr. Jones. 

Memorials on the abolition of slavery were pre- 
sented by Messrs. Lincoln, Grennell, Borden, 
Adams, Allen, Everett, Palmer, Birdsall, Sibley, 
Potts, Davis, M. Morris, Ogle, Allen, of Ohio, Hun- 
ter, and Whittlesey, of Ohio. 

Against the annexation of Texas, by Messrs. 
Reed, Calhoun, Lincoln, Grennell, Borden, Par- 
menter, Adams, Tillinghast, Cranston, Everett, 
Birdsall, Sibley, Potts, Henry, M. Morris, Ogle, 
Goode, and Hunter. 

Resolutions were next offered; among them were 


the following: 

On motion of Mr. Fairfield, f 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the legal representatives of the late Edmund Roberts 
(who died at Macao in June, 1836, while engaged in an 
embassy to the eastern courts of Asia) a continuation of 
his salary till the return of the U.S. ship Peacock, or un- 
til his effects reach this country. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing for the establishment of a hommiest hie the in- 
sane within the District of Columbia, substantially upon 
the plan of the hospital for lunatics in Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
benefits of five years’ half-pay, allowed by law to the 
widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the 
militia and volunteers who die in the service of the U 
States, to the widows and orphans of officers and sol- 
diers of the regular army who have died, or shall die, in 
the service, or in consequence of wounds received in 
battle. 

On motion of Mr. Curtis, 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making provision by law, so that the soldiers of the revo- 
lution he served six months shall receive pensions at 
the same rate of compensation for the term of service as 
is adopted by the law fixing the pension of soldiers who 
served nine months in the revolutionary army. 


On motion of Mr. Curtis, ; 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the establishment of a hospital for the accommo- 
dation and relief of disabled seamen, at some suitable 
site within or near the city of N. York. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Resolved, That the committee on the por office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of abolishing by law the postage upon newspapers, and 
that said committee report to this house, first, as to the 

olicy of abolishing postage upon all sl $8. distri- 
puted per mail in the respective counties where each pa- 
per so distributed may be published, and, secondly, as 
to all newspapers sent per mail into any part of the U. 
States. : 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the benefit of a drawback of the duties to all goods, 
wares, and merchandises, which may hereafter be ex- 
ported in original casks, cases, chests, boxes, trunks, or 
other packages, either from the district where they were 
originally entered, or from any other district to any for- 
eign dominions, whether immediately adjoining the U. 
States or otherwise; and, also, as to abolishing the 
duties on foreign wheat and ashes. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of La. 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an - 

ropriation for the erection of a custom-house and pub- 
fic store house in the city of New Orleans; and into the 
expediency of extending the limits of the port of New 
Orleans, so as to include the city of Lafayette. 

On motion of Mr. Lawler, ' 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a third district of the U. States federal court to be held at 
the town of Tuscaloosa, to consist of the counties of 
Marion, Fayette, Walker, Pickens, Sumpter, Marengo, 
Green, Perry, Bibb, Autauga, Coosa, Tallapoosa, Ran- 
dolph, Chambers, Benton, Taledaga, Shelby, Jefferson, 
aod ‘T'uscaloosa. é Bas 

Mr. Miller offered the following, which lies one 
day: 
adeak That the secretary of war be directed to 
report to this house the plan that has been adopted for 
the improvement of the harbor of St. Louis; what pro- 

ess has been made in said work; and whether any 

urther appropriation will be necessary for its prosecu- 
tion the ensuing year; and ifso, what amount will be re- 
quired. ; 

On motion of Mr. Miller, 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting an 
appropriation for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river above the mouth of the Ohio, and 
the Missouri river, from its mouth, as high up said ri- 
ver as Fort Leavenworth. 

Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, offered the following 
resolutions, which lie one day: 


Reeclved, That so much of the report of the secretary — 
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of war as relates to the sale of{the mineral lands of the | 
United States be referred to the committee on the public | 
lands, and that the secretary be requested to furnish this 
house with all the information in his department touch- 
ing this subject. 

olved, 'That the secretary of war be requested to 
furnish this house with the surveys, plans, and estimates 


for the improvement of the mouths of the Manitowoc, }. 


the Sheboygan, the Kewaunee, the Root river, and of 
the Havre bay, in Wisconsin territory, and of the mouth 
of the Milwaukie river. : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
cause surveys to be made of the following rivers in Wis- 
consin territory, viz. the Des Moines, the Iowa, the 
Waubosepinicon, the Macoquetor’s, the Rock, the Pe- 
catonica, the Fox, together with plans and estimates for 
the improvement of the navigation of the same. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, the com- 
mittee were also instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing for the loss of horses and 
other property pressed into the service in the Sac 
war of 1832. 

On motion of Mr.Graham, 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency and propriety of amend- 
ing the act entitled “an act to provide for the payment 
of horses and other property lost or destroyed in the mili- 
tary service of the United States,” approved Januar 
18, 1837, so as to extend the benefits Ai said act to a 
cases of horses or other property of officers as well as 
other soldiers, and to mounted rangers, in the militar 
service of the United States, lost or destroyed in suc 
service since the 18th day of June, 1812; and, 

On motion of Mr. Waddy Thompson, a senate bill 
for the relief of captain Samuel Warren was read 
twice and referred. 

And then the house adjourned over to Tuesday 
next. 


Tuesday, Jan. 2. Petitions were presented by 
Messrs. Downing, of Florida; Crary, of Michigan; 
Miller, of Missouri; Chapman, of, Alabama; Casey, 
of Illinois; Rariden, of Indiana; Johnson, of Louisi- 
ana; Morris, Alexander, Allen, Hamer, Goode, and 
Duncan, of Ohio; Bell, and two others, of Tennes- 
see; Culhoon, Southgate, Underwood, Graves, Pope, 
and Murray, of Kentucky; C. H. Williams, of Ten- 
nessee; Thompson, and Elmore, of South Carolina; 
Graham, Connor, Montgomery, Shepard, Shepherd, 
Deberry, and Williams, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Underwood asked leave to move that certain 
resolutions, offered by him at the last Congress, in 
relation to certain proposed amendments of the 
constitution, be printed. Carried. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Dawson, 
on the 18th of last month, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to communicate to this house what number of the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians are yet 1emaining within 
the limits of the state of Georgia; how many have 
gone west of the river Mississippi, in conformity to 
the late treaty between that tribe and the govern- 
ment of the United States; whether he apprehends 
any difficulty in removing those who yet remain, 
when the time stipulated in the treaty for their re- 
moval shall arrive; what portion, if any, of said tribe 
has signified their intention not to conform to said 
treaty; whether he has any information in his de- 
partment indicating a hostile intent among said In- 
dians towards the citizens of Georgia; and whether 
he has any reason which may incline him to appre- 
hend that said Indians, or any part of them, may 
commit acts of violence upon the citizens, or depre- 
dations on their property, about the time they shall 
be required by the treaty to remove; what military 
focte he has established in that section of the union 
to secure the enforcement of the treaty, if necessa- 
ry, aud to prevent acts of violence or depredations 
by the Indians; whether he anticipates an increase 
of military strength in that section, to what extent 
and at what time; and that the secretary be request- 
ed to say whether any.precautionary measures 
should be adopted on the part of congress, to aid 
his department in causing the execution of the 
treaty with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, and pre- 
venting acts of violence and depredations from said 
Indians or any part of them. 


The resolution was then modified upon the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, by 
striking out the words “state of Georgia,” and in- 
serting the words “the said tribe of Indians east of 
the Mississippi river.” 

Mr. Evereti, of Vermont, then moved to amend 
the resolution by adding thereto the following: 

«*And that the president be requested tolay before 
this house copies of all documents relating to the 
regulation of the late treaty with the Cherokee In- 
dians, and of all communications of the Cherokee 
Indians relative thereto.” 

Which amendment, after debate, was rejected. 

And the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

[A report of the debate which arose on this sub- 
ject will be given hereafter. ] 


Mr. Thompson asked leave to introduce a resolution 
with a preamble (which were read for information) 
on the subject of the annexation of Texas, but ob- 
jections were made. Mr. T. then moved to suspend 
the rules to enable him to make the motion: but the 
house refused to do so. 

A te number of resolutions were next offered, 
of which the following are the most important. 

On motion of Mr. Ee. Whittlesey, 

Resolved, That the committee on accounts be in- 
structed to report the number of messengers and 


pu lic business of this house, with the compensa- 
tion that should be given to them in full for their 
services. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

_ Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill providing for the selection of other school 
lands from the township lying within the Indian 
reservations in the state of Ohio, hereinafter men- 
tioned, latterly purchased of the Indians by the 
United States. The section 16 in those reserva- 
tions having been decided not to be appropriated 
for the support of schools. The reservations to be 
included in the provisions of the bill are as follows, 
viz: The Ottawa reservations, on Blanchard creek, 
Ocquanoras village; the Lewistown, Wapaukonetta, 
Hog creek, Big spring, Wyandotts, Seneca and 
Ottawa reservations. 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill making provisions for a survey of the 
southern coast of Lake Erie, with a view to make 
an accurate chart for navigators. 
Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill authorizing the state of Ohio to sell the 
alternate sections of the Miami canal, and the al- 
ternate sections, lying in the state of Ohio, on the 
Wabash and Erie canal, reserved by the United 
States in the grant of land to Ohio and Indiana, to 
aid in the construction of said canals, and to pay 
~ Fi United States the government price for said 
and. 

On motion of Mr. Montgomery, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire in the ex- 
pediency of providing, for the use of the post office 
5 ee co maps showing the post offices and post 
roads. 

On motion of Mr. Montgomery, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of so altering the present tariff of post- 
age charged upon letters, pamphlets, &c. transinit- 
ted by mail, that it shall correspond with the coin 
of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Owens, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house the 
causes which have prevented a compliance with 
the resolution of this house of 24th February, 1837, 
in relation to alleged frauds committed upon the 
Indians. 

Mr. Wise submitted the following: 

Resolved, That a committee to consist of — mem- 
bers be appointed to inquire into the expediency of 
so amending the constitution of the United States 
as to prohibit the appointment of members of 
congress to executive offices during the time for 
which they are elected senators or representatives, 
and the time of two years thereafter. 


Mr. Wise accompanied the resolution by a few 
remarks, which gave rise to a debate in the course 
of which free allusion was made to the use of the 
appointing power during the late administration, 
in contrast with the doctrine of president Jackson 
on that subject. Messrs. Wise, Haynes, Williams, 
of North Carolina, Underwood, Jenifer and Yell 
took part in the discussion, a report of which will 
be given hereafter. Before the presentation of any 
other memorials or resolutions, 

The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 3. On motion of Mr. Towns, it 
was 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim of 
Zachariah Phillips for property destroyed by the Creek 
Indians in the years 1817 and 1818, and that all papers 
relating to said claim be referred to said committee. 

Mr. Haynes asked leave to move that the house do 
now again go into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, for the purpose of acting further 
on the message ef the president; but objections were 
made, and he did not press the request. 

Mr. Bell asked permission to offer a resolution 
touching the Mississippi election; which being ob- 
jected to by Mr. Cushman, of New Hampshire, he 


pages that are necessary for the despatch of the |’ 


—————- 
Mr. Bell offered the following resolution: 
_ Resolved, 'T'hat the committee on elections, in mak 
ing a report agreeably to the order of the house of th, 
facts in the case of the application of S. S. Prentiss ina 
J. J. Word to be admitted and qualified as members , f 
the twenty-fifth congress from the state of Mississj, 
be directed to discriminate between the evidence submit 
ted to the committee on elections at the last called ges. 
sion, under the resolution of the house directins an in- 
quiry whether J. F. H. Claiborne and S. J. Gholso; 
were entitled to their seats as members from the ae 
state, and the evidence submitted at the present sesgigy, 

On this resolution a desultory debate arose, j, 
which Messrs. Bell, Tillinghast, and Wise advocat. 
ed, and Messrs. Hamer, Cilley, Patton, and Parley 
opposed its adoption. P 
t was supported on the ground that, as the jp. 
structions forinerly given to the committee on elec. 
tions simply gave the general direction ‘to report 
all the facts of the case,” it would not probably ap- 
pear what part of those facts had been before the 
committee and the house at the called session jp 
September, and which had been submitted to the 
committee since then. It was desirable that this 
discrimination should be made, in order that it might 
distinctly appear on how much or how little evidence 
the committee at the last session had grounded its 
report, which report bad been adopted by the house; 
and which adoption, it was now contended, inade 
the case of the Mississippi election a’res adjudicata, 
in the nature of a judgment, and, as such, not to be 
disturbed. The propriety of so considering the 
case was also, incidentally, drawn into discussion. 
The resolutior. was resisted, as being unnecessa- 
ry. The instructions already given were to report 
all the facts; the committee no doubt would do so; 
and it was of little consequence which of them had 
been adduced before, and which now; but, if any 
discrimination was necessary, the house could dis- 
criminate for itself. 

Mr. Cilley moved to amend the resolution by 
striking ont all after ‘directed,’’ where it first oc- 
curs, and inserting ‘‘to report all the facts submit- 
ted to them at the called session, as well as at the 
present session, relating to the case of the contested 
election for the state of Mississippi.” 

Mr. Parker concluded his remarks by moving to 
lay the resolution and an amendment proposed by 
Mr. Cilley on the table. 

The question was taken, at the demand of Mr. 
Bell, by yeas and nays, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: Yeas 96, nays 92. So the resolu- 
tion further to instruct the committee on elections 
was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Reed, of Mass., the rules of the 
house were suspended, to allow the call for memo- 
rials to be resumed, this day, at the point where it 
was left off yesterday: Ayes 106, noes 34. 

Some doubt was expressed whether the suspen- 
sion of the rules under this motion would not bring 
up again the consideration of the resolution of Mr. 
Wise to amend the constitution; but it was finally 
ruled by the chair that petitions only could now be 
offered; but that Mr. Wise’s resolution would have 
preference whenever resolutions came up in order. 

Memorials were then presented— 

From Virginia, by Messrs. Patton, Mercer, Ma- 
son, Taliaferro, Beirne, and Hunter. 

Froin Maryland, by Messrs. Jenifer, Worthing- 
ton, and McKim. 

From Delaware, by Mr. Milligan. 

From Pennsylvania, by Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Henry, Davis, Fry, Paynter, Plumer, Beatty, Dar- 
lington, Naylor, Wagener, Toland, M. Morris, Ogle, 
Petrikin, and Sheplor. 

From New Jersey, by Mr. Halsted. 

From New York, by Messrs. Brodhead, Jones, 
Bicknell, Parker, Alexander, Prentiss, Grant, Gal- 
lup, Curtis, Edwards, Mitchell, De Graff, Childs, 
and Taylor. 

From Vermont, by Mr. Allen. 

From Connecticut, by Messrs. Whittlesey, Holt, 
Haley, and Ingham. 

From Rhode Island, by Mr. Tillinghast. 

From Massachusetts, by Messrs. Briggs, Reed, 
Lincoln, Grennell, Cushing, Hastings, Borden, Par- 
menter, and Adams. 

Mr. Cushing moved that certain resolutions adopt- 
ed by the legislature of the state of Massachuset!s, 
and formerly presented by him, be taken from the 
table of the house, and referred to a select commit- 
tee. On this motion he claimed the floor, but 
should defer addressing the house till another occa- 
sion. 

Mr. Lawler inquired what was the nature and 
character of these resolutions? and whether te 
house might not refuse to entertain the motion’ 

Mr. Wise inquired whether these resolutions “J 
not touch the question of the abolition of slavery: 

The chair observed that the gentleman had not S° 
stated. 
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—— 
motion proposed, in fact, a repeal of the order by 
which all papers touching that subject were, with- 
out reference or debate, to be jaid on the table. 

The chair inquired of Mr. Cushing whether the 
resolutions in question referred to the subject of the 
abolition of slavery? 

Mr. Cushing said that they contained a propo- 
sition that the order just referred to be repealed: 
and also another, that congress have constitutional 
power to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Wise inquired whether, under the rule, such 
a paper must not be laid upon the table? 

Mr. Owens, of Georgia, moved the question of 
consideration, (i. e. the preliminary question, whe- 
ther the house will consider a motion or paper pre- 
sented to it.) 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved an adjournment, but 
ihe motion did not prevail. 

Mr. Wise inquired whether the question of order 
he had propounded did not take precedence of the 

uestion of consideration moved by the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

After some conversation as to the precedence, 
the chair finally decided that the question of order 
must first be decided; and he did then decide that 
the resolutions referred to must lie on the table un- 
der the rule. 


Mr. Cushing inquired whether it was the decision 
of the chair that resolutions adopted by the legisla- 
ture of a sovereign state must be laid on the table 
without being considered by the house? 

The chair replied in the affirmative. Such was 
the order of the house, and the chair must exe- 
cute it. 


Petitions were then presented, after which— 

The Chair laid velore the house a communica- 
tion from the postinaster general, with a list of the 
clerks employed in his department. 

Alsy, a communication from the secretary of 
war, containing inforination called for by the house, 
inrelation to the protection of our western fron- 
tier. 


Both these communications were laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the Indian department. 

Mr. Pope, irom the same committee, reported a 
bill making appropriations for certain roads for 
1838. 

The speaker presented a communication frem 
the war department, transmitting a reportin answer 
to the resolution of the house in relation to the pro- 
tection of the western frontier of the United States, 
together with a report of the commissioners. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 


and means, reported the following resolutions, | 


which were read and agreed to by the house: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means 
be discharged from the consideration of the esti- 
mate for the purchase of receiving vessels to be 
employed at Philadelphia and Baltimore, and that 
it be referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
estimates for a topographer and additional clerks 
inthe general post office, and for five additional 
clerks in the office of the auditor of the post office, 
and that they be referred to the committee on the 
post office and post roads. 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
following items in the estimate of appropriations, 
and that they be referred to the committee on Indian 
affairs. 

Compensation to W.S. Fulton, as superintendent 
of Indian affairs, while acting governor of Arkansas. 

“Indemnity to Benjamin F. Baker, for property 
destroyed in 1832, in the Chippewa country, by a 
War party of the Sioux of Lac-qui-parle. 

“Compensation and expenses of a special agent 
fo visit the various tribes, with a view of hearing 
their requests and complaints, suggesting reme- 
dies for their grievances,”’ &c. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 4. After the reception of reports 
of commitees Kc. and the first reading and reference 
ol Several bills from the senate, the house on the 
notion ot Mr. Haynes, again resolved itself into 
Committee of the whole, (Mr. Adams in the chair, ) 
Upon the reference of the message. 

lhe third resolution of Mr. Haynes proposing to 
refer the financial part of the message to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, with the amendinent 
Proposed by Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, being 
under consideratiti, 

Mr, Poiter, of Pennsylvania, spoke at length in 
lavor of the proposed reference, and in reply to the 
sentlemen who had opposed it. He went at large 
nto a discussion, of a strongly party character, in 





which he reflected upon the course of the opposi- 
tion to the present administration, and took a getie- 
ral view of the different party relations in the coun- 
try, at the present moment. 

Mr. Murray, of Kentucky, observed that it was 
now growing late, and most of the seats in the 
house were vacated. He moved, therefore, that the 
committee rise. Which motion prevailed, and the 
house adjourned. 





THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
In senate, Monday, Dec. 27, 1837. 

The senate took up, in committee of the whole, 
the following bill: 

Be it enacted, §c. That the consent of the United 
States shall be, and is hereby, given to the states 
within which the public lands are situate, to levy 
and collect a tax on all Jands which may hereafter 
be sold by the United States within their respective 
limits. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he wished the sub- 
ject of the public lands could command much more 
attention than it had done. This bill was one of 
the numerous attempts at the destruction of the 
land system which had been so Jong in operation, 
and had been so beneficial to the interests of the 
country. One of the features of that system was, 
that no land should be taxed by the respective 
states in which it lay, till five years after the sale. 
One object of this was to encourage the sales, by 
exempting the lands for five years from being sold 
for taxes. When the sales were going on at the 
rate of $25,000,000 per annum, there might have 
been some reason in relaxing this provision; it 
might not have been injurious when the sales were 
so rapid. But was not the case very different now? 
Mr. C. had told gentlemen that this rapid sale could 
not go on; it was a fever in the public mind which 
would subside. It had done so accordingly. The 
amount of sales had been decreasing, and this year, 
in every quarter, the sales were more and more 
diminished. 


Mr. C. wished gentlemen would look at the va- 
rious projects which had been brought forward on 
this subject. There were many of them in pro- 
gress, all opening the way to universal pre-emption. 
It was already proposed to reduce the price down 
to twenty-five cents peracre. Efforts were con- 
stantly making to take the public lands from the 
United States as rapidly as possible. It was not to 
this bill alone that Mr. C. objected, but to the whole 
system of which it wasa part. It was true that 
this bill had been engrafted on one or two of the 
new States on their admission; but it had not been 
without the most resolute opposition. As this 
measure passed the senate at the last regular ses- 
sion, Mr. C. would ask whether, now, when the 
sales required a stimulus, rather than a restraint, the 
senate would take away this great inducement. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, remarked that this, as 
well as other measures, ought to stand on its own 
separate merits. He only asked that the states 
should be put on an equality; that other states 
should be put on the same footing with Michigan 
and Arkansas. When the pre-emption bill should 
come up, it would be then time to discuss it; but 
Mr. C. would remark now, that, should it pass, it 
would obviate all the delay in the sale of the pub- 
lic land, which the senator was in favor of obviat- 
ing. 

Mr. Norvell made a few remarks, (not entirely 
audible to the reporter,) which were understood to 
be of the same tenor. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, assigned the credit sys- 
tem for four years as the reason of the five years’ 
exemption from taxation. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said the great induce- 
ment to introducing this exemption originally was, 
to hold out an inducement to the sales. The table 
of the senate was filled with projects for seizing on 
the public lands, and taking them from the whole 
union: and the senator from Alabama wished them 
to be considered separately! He talked of pre- 
emption rights! How could they be rights, when a 
military force was putin the hands of the president 
for the paxpees of removing these intruders from 
the public lands, and those supposed rights, when 
asserted, had been put down by a prompt vote of 
the senate? What right was there? Why might 
not an equal right be maintained to the navy, the 
forts, or any other property of the United States? 
The rights of pre-emptioners! who manifested a law- 
less disposition to seize and appropriate to them- 
selves the public domain. They had been told 
that the new states had a right to all the. public 
lands within their respective boundaries, because, 
when admitted into the union, they were to be 
placed on the same footing with the old states. 
The senator from Alabama had revived the argu- 
ment. Butdid he notgo to Alabama, knowing that 


the public lands would be exempt from taxation for 
five years after the sales? How, then, could he 
argue that there was any right in the new states in 
this matter? The system which was thus assailed had 
continued many years with great benefit; the presi- 
dent was proud of its results, and had arrayed 
them before us in his message; the new states had 
all grown up, and prospered greatly under this sys- 
tem. 

Mr, C. knew there was a great inequality in the 
condition of those in the senate who were in favor 
of limiting the benefits of the pnblic domain to 
particular states, and those who were for extending 
them equally to all the states. In the senate com- 
mittees on the public lands and on private land claims 
all the voting power was from the nine new states, 
thus placing those who were in favor of the old 
states on a footing of great inequality. This bill 
was a matter of no great consequence alone; but it 
was the whole system, of which this was a pete at 
which Mr. C. felt himself compelled to look. 

Mr. Walker observed that the bills to which the 
senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had alluded, 
were old bills, brought forward in former sessions; 
this bill had no reference to the pre-emption ques- 
tion, and therefore he hoped that that question 
would not be brought in now to prejudice the bill. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said that the senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had shifted his position; yes- 
terday he was espousing the cause of the poor ne- 
groes, women, and children; now, to-day, with 
wonderful facility of change, he turns round and 
becomes the opponent of the poor settler on the 
public lands. Yesterday, he was for the poor, now 
he is against them. As to the power given to the 
president to drive out settlers by beat of drum, 
would he (Mr. C.) have dared to exercise such a 
power? Would any chief magistrate venture to 
effect such a removal by such neans? Besides, he 
would observe, that power which he (Mr. C.) says 
is an evidence of the policy of the government as 
being opposed to pre-emption rights, was not be- 
stowed in reference to that question, but was for 
the purpose only of driving out intruders upon the 
Indian lands. 

It is alleged against the squatters that they pre- 
vent the sale of the public lands. Mr. C. had re- 
sided 26 years in the new states; he was familiar 
with the people called by that name, and he never 
knew an instance of violence to prevent the public 
salesof land. As to the organization of the com- 
mittees, nowso unpleasant tothe honorable senator 
(Mr. Clay,) let him look back to afew years only, 
and there he will find on the journals pretty speci- 
mens of candor and impartiality on his own side, 
when no members of the administration were placed 
upon the committees. 

But all these things had nothing whatever to do 
with the bill before the senate, and therefore he 
hoped that they would not be allowed to affect it 
adversely. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, expressed his sorrow that 
his worthy namesake (Mr. Clay) did not conform 
his practice a little better to his precepts. He had 
himself gone into extraneous matter, and devoted 
his whole argument to topics foreign to the ques- 
tion, while he censured him (Mr. C.) as out of 
order for the same thing. 

He (Mr. Clay) had said nothing about the politi- 
cal organization of the committees when he refer- 
red to the new states; he only had a view to the pro- 
portion of states as existing in the organization of 
the committees. It would be well if his worthy 
namesake would only leave out politics for a few 
moments occasionally from his head. Mr. C. reit- 
erated his complaint of the number of bills relating 
to the public lands brought forward by members 
from the new states, most, if not all, tending to 
grant away by wholesale all the public property of 
this kind. The senator from Alabama, his name- 
sake, talks about his change of position, and alleges 
that, in his opposition to the pre-emption laws, he 
is opposed to the poor. He (Mr.°C.) pronounced 
the pre-emption laws as leading to the mere encour- 
agement of Jand speculators. In one case where a 
poor man may be benefited, the speculator engrosses 
the public land, and no good is done to the poor. 
He (the speculator) sends a man of straw to occupy 
the land; he buys up floats and pre-emption rights, 
and thus obtains immense quantities of public land 
without going fairly into market for them. 

Mr. C. had seen a constitution, or something 
similar, drawn up by those squatters, threatening 
fire and sword to all who should oppose or resist 
them in the seizures they had made of the public 
land. What is the nature of pre-emption rights? 
A man surveys a beautiful spot, bounds over the 
public property, seizes on the property of the nation, 
says he will have that spot, another that he will 
have that spot, another another; then they dictate 
terins, forbid competition, select the choicest spots, 
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give out threats, make combinations, seize on all 
unsurveyed lands, threaten all the power of the 
union; and thus the public lands, instead of being 
in fact public lands, are left abandoned to the first 
lawless occupants, and their seizures are subse- 
quently legalized rd passing pre-emption laws. 

As to enforcing the law, Mr. Jefferson enforced it; 
he drove off the settlers; but the power has not been 
much exercised since, because the disease has 
never been so great as now, calling for the exer- 
cise of this violent remedy. 

Mr. C. remarked that there were two interests, in 
this country—that of the new states, and that of the 
old. These interests were conflicting. ‘The new 
wanted to get hold of the public lands to benefit the 
poor, forsooth, by allowing them to seize the pro- 
perty of the whole union. 

Mr. C. concluded by regretting that his namesake 
had driven him to enter at all upon the subject at 
this time. 

Mr. Buchanan said the present law encouraged 
speculators to come into the states where their 
Jands remained untaxed, whereas the states required 
bona fide settlers, and not speculators. He would 
vote for the bill. 

Mr. Sevier called for the ayes and noes on the 
question of engrossing; which were ordered. 

Mr. Prentiss said that, being a member of the 
committee which reported the bill, he felt himself 
called upon to say a few words in explanation of 
the course he had taken, and should still take, in 
reference to it. He bad acquiesced in the report of 
the bill, and, in so doing, had been influenced by 
reasons which had not been at all affected by any 
thing he had since heard on the subject. No one 
was more disposed, or more fixed in his determina- 
tion, than he was, to maintain unimpaired, in every 
essential particular, the land system of the United 
States, as it had been established and acted upon for 
years. He believed the system to be as perfect as 
any which could be devised. It had been tested 
by long experience, had operated well, and he would 
be one of the last to favor any innovations upon it, 
or to indulge in any new and untried experiment 
upon an interest so vast in its amount, and of such 
immense importance to the country. His course 
heretofore had been to maintain the system entire, 
and allow none of its parts to be touched, even 
though they should be deemed in themselves unim- 
portant; and he should now be opposed to the repeal 
of the restriction imposed upon the states from tax- 
ing the lands for five years after sale, if the princi- 
ple had not already been broken in upon, and alto- 
ether abolished, as it respected some of the states. 

‘he restriction had been removed as to Michigan 
and Arkansas, or, rather, had not been extended to 
them; and this created an inequality, which he 
thought ought to be corrected. All the states in 
which the public lands were situate ought to be 
se upon an equal footing in this respect. 

quity seemed to demand this; and a refusal to do 
it would be a -cause of constant irritation and com- 
plaint. He was disposed to do full justice to the 
new states, and deny them nothing which they 
might rightfully and reasonably claim, while, at the 
same time, he would guard, protect, and maintain, 
to the uttermost, the rights and interests of the old 
states. 

It was to be observed that the exemption from 
taxation, which the bill proposed to repeal, grew 
out of asystem adopted in the sale of the public 
lands, which no longer existed, and had not existed 
for many years. Under that system, the sales were 
made on credit, payment to be made by instalments 
at different times, the United States Saving a lien 
on the land to secure the payment of each instal- 
ment. The object in restricting the states from tax- 
ing the lands for five years aftersale was to preserve 
this lien unembarrassed and unimpaired by state 
legislation. This was the main, if not the only pur- 
pose. It was possible that it was also intended to 
encourage the purchase and settlement of the pub- 
lic lands; but that consideration could have formed 
but a very inconsiderable part of the motive, if, in- 
deed, it had any influence atall. Atany rate, it was 
evident that no such inducement was ut this da 
necessary. The reason of the restriction had, 
therefore, entirely ceased, and as its continuance, 
in the opinion of Mr. P., was no longer of any im- 
portanee to the United States, he thought it both 
right and expedient to remove it, and thus correct 
the inequality which at present prevailed among the 
new states, and which,-it was known, formed a 
subject of much complaint. It was upon this ground, 
and for these reasons, that he had acquiesced in the 
report of the bill. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said he did not rise to dis- 
cuss at large the question before the senate. Itwas 
the first time the matter had been submitted to his 
consideration, and he had therefore expressed no 
opinion upon it. He was, however, entirely wil- 





ling to leave this question tothe Jegislatures of the 
ditferent states to determine whether sound policy 
requires the taxing of these lands or not. The ob- 
jections to the bill, as urged, as he understands them, 
are, first, that the power of taxing them by the 
states will retard the sale of the lands, and the 
settlement of the country. To this he would 
answer, that this question may be safely left 
with the legislature of the particular state in 
which the Jand lies, which, it is presumed, will un- 
derstand the will of the people, and the course of 
policy to he pursued for their interest; secondly, 
that it is adeparture from the policy of the govern- 
ment for years on this subject. To this it may be 
answered that the policy of the government on this 
question was established under the credit system, 
founded upon the principle that the lands were not 
paid for, and therefore ought not to be taxed until 
they became individual property. All this, how- 
ever, he considered matter for the state legislature 
of the particular state, and with them he was con- 
tent to leave it. He should therefore vote for the 
bill, without expressing any opinion of the merits 
of the question. He was not, at this time, to be 
' drawn into a discussion of the propriety of the pre- 
lemption laws; when that question arises it will be 
‘examined. Much had been said about the new 
states. Who are the citizens of the new states? he 
would ask. The citizens of the old states, he would 
answer, who have merely changed their residence. 
He would not, however, go into any argument at 
this time on the subject, further than he had already 
gone, as he saw the senate were disposed to take the 
question this evening, yet he could not say Jess in 
explanation of his vote. 

Mr. Allen remarked in reference tothe organiza- 
tion of committees that he presumed the vice presi- 
dent was guided by local considerations in the con- 
struction of the committees. Granted, that in the 
committee on the public lands the member3 were 
mostly from the new states, the vice president was 
not to blame. He had constituted the committee 
on naval affairs entirely of members from the Atlan- 
tic states. Soalso the committee on manufactures 
was constituted of gentlemen from the manufactur- 
ing parts of the union. Thus the principle of re- 
ferring to the locality belonging to the subjects re- 
ferred to the several committees seemed to have 
been the guide of the vice president. To Ohio, 
the little ragged remnants of the public lands which 
remained there unsold were of no consequence 
whatever. Mr. A. then proceeded to inquire into 
the yeneral principle of the bill, and maintained that 
it was such as ought to be supported. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, thought the elaborate de- 
fence of the president of the senate quite gratuitous, 
uncalled for, and unnecessary, which had heen 
volunteered by the senator from Ohio. The com- 
mittees were constituted, of course, in reference to 
the nature of the business submitted to them; in 
the navy, &c. there were no conflicting interests; it 
was an object of favor with all parts of the union. 
But between some of the old and some of the new 
states there were conflicting interests which had 
developed themselves with respect to the public 
lands. In manufactures there are conflicting inter- 
ests, and that cominittee is so constituted that two 
out of its five members come from the south. Not 
so in the land committee, in which he complained, 
the old states were not proportionately infused. Mr. 
C.in adverting to the fact without any idea of re- 
flecting upon the presiding officer of the senate, was 
astonished at the spontaneous and vehement zeal of 
the member from Ohio, (Mr. Allen,) as it was al- 
together uncalled for, and out of place. 

r. Walker felt it necessary to say a few words 
on behalf of the state of Mississippi. No state in 
the union is lessinterested in the pre-emption laws 
thanit. The remarks, therefore, of the member 
from Kentucky, were totally inapplicable to her. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said in reply, that he 
had been led by the course pursued by the member 
from Mississippi (Mr. Walker) in reference to his 
own measure,and from the zeal he had shown in 
favor of the pre-emption laws, into the mistake that 
his state was interested in obtaining the passage of 
such laws. He was happy to find himself mistaken, 
and was satisfied by what had fallen from the hon- 
orable senator, (Mr. Walker,) for whose situation 
in respect to Mississippi, knowing as he (Mr. C.) 
did his peculiar situation, he sincerely felt the great- 
est sympathy. 

Mr. Allen made some remarks in reference to 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, which produced an explan- 
ation, when . 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he was satisfied with 
the explanation. Every gentleman was, of course, 
ready to repel an attack, and, therefore, if the sen- 
ator from Ohio had merely intended to express as 
much, it was quite unnecessary, as that was what 
every one, of course, took for granted. He (Mr. 
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C.) had supposed that the gentleman expre.. 
himself satay. He was Deore to say ete 
was Satisfied. ‘ 

The senator from Ohio, Mr. Clay said, was not 

reater friend to the union than he. On this point 

e might appeal to his whole public career, By; 
he looked at all parts of the union, and endeavored 
to reconcile them as far ashe could. Every one 
saw that there was a conflict among them.” The 
governor of Illinois had, a few years ago, set up a 
claim to the whole of the public lands within the 
limits of that state. Could we be blind to this anq 
similar facts; and should they not examine the mea. 
sures which came from the new states, affecting 
the interests of all the states? Ohio, by her repre. 
sentatives in both houses of congress, had manj.- 
festec herself more coincident with the old states 
than with some of the new states. But, without 
choosing to dictate, Mr. C. chose to look at the 
votes of every senator; the interests of his own state 
required it; and he felt bound to exatnine whether 
or not any mere local interest influenced the judg. 
ment of those who forwarded these measures. My, 
C. was in favor of the old system, in all its essen- 
tial features, including the five years’ exemption 
from taxation; and he was against all graduation of 
price, and all attempts to destroy the old systen, 
On this ground alone he should vote against the 
bill. 

Mr. Benton said that, in accordance with the old 
system of credit, the land was held for five years 
alter the sale by the United States, and forfeited, if 
not paid for in that time. But, as soon as the money 
was paid for the land, it was subject to taxation by 
the state. This, he argued, was the reason of the 
five years’ exemption from taxation—a_ reason 
which now existed no longer. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Ala., Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn., Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swift, 
Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, Young, 
—35. 

NAYS—Messrs—Messrs. Brown, Clay, of Kep- 
tucky, Clayton, Southard—4. 


THE SLAVE QUESTION. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE. 
The following preamble and resolutions passed by 

the legislature of Vermont, were presented by Mr. 
Swift, on Tuesday the 19th ult., and occasioned 
the debate noticed in page 258. 

The committee to whom were referred numer- 
ous petitions of citizens in all parts of the state, 
praying that our senators in congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their in- 
fluence to prevent the annexation, by that body, of 
Texas to the United States, and calling on the gen- 
eral assembly of Vermont itself to protest against 
the same in any way being done— 

And to whom were also referred numerous me- 
morials from various parts of the state, praying this 
honorable body to adopt resolutions declaring— 

First. That congress has the constitutional pow- 
er to abolish slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Second. That it has the constitutional power to 
abolish them in the several territories of the union 
where they exist. 

Third. ‘That it has the constitutional power to 
prohibit the slave-trade between the several states 
of the union. And : 

Fourth. That, in regard to all these paticulars, 
congress ought immediately to exercise that power. 

And to whom were also referred numerous petl- 
tions praying this honorable body to protest against 
the admission of any new state into this union, 
whose constitution tolerates domestic slavery, have 
had the same under considerarion, and beg leave to 
report as follows: 

The committee nave not been enabled to find 1 
the constitution of the United States any provision 
delegating to congress power to incorporate with 
our territory a separate and independent state. 
Such is Texas. It is true congress possesses pow- 
er to admit into the union “new states;” but it 35 
believed they must be those and only those, whos¢ 
constitutional forms of government are authorize 
and approved by the legislative sanction of that 
body. ; 

The purchase of Louisiana and Florida, and the 
annexation of them to the territory of the gover! 
ment, were, it is believed, assumptions of power on 
the part of the government, with which the constl- 
tution did not clothe that body. Popular approba- 
tion, added to the fact that these acquisitions were 
necessary to the safe and convenicnt use of our fel 
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wecitizens, of large sections of our country lying 
“ ytiguoUus to them, prevented, at the time, any 
= ng opposition to these acts of purchase, or any 
pene, Pe” of a serious character into the authority 
ne which they were done: But, leaving out of view 
what is thought to bea decisive constitutional inhi- 
pition of ,the annexation of Texas to the union, 
there are other objections which seems insurmoun- 
table to the committee. The state of Mexico, of 
which Texas was one of the confederate provinces, 
and from which it has but lately been torn by vio- 
lence, had adopted and practically carried out, in 
her political organization, sentiments that, it seems 
to the committee, lie at the foundation of all just 
overnment, and which are thus happily set forth 
in the constitution of this state: <‘‘.4ll men are born 
equally free and independent, and have certain natu- 
ral, inherent, and inalienable rights, among which are 
the enjoying and defending of life and liberty; ac- 
wiring, possessing, and protecting property, and pur- 
suing and obtaining happiness and safety.” Under 
the influence of these principles, Mexico, ina man- 
ner that won for her the augmented respect of the 
civilized world, had honorably abolished the sys- 
tem of slavery, that attached to her during her co- 
jonial dependence on the kingdom of Spain. Tex- 
as, on the other hand, no sooner had separated from 
Mexico and assumed an independent position, than 
she showed an utter disregard of these principles, 
and of the just respect of the great body of Chris- 
tian nations, by incorporating indissolubly with her 
political system the enslavement, the uncondition- 
al and perpetual enslavement, of a part of the hu- 
man family—of that part, too, who, it seems to 
your committee, have already wept long enough 
over the wrongs and afflictions they have suffered 
from their brethren. 

Against every form of oppression the people of 
Vermont have, at all times, borne honorable testi- 
mony. In their constitution they have published 
to the world their everlasting opposition to all sla- 





very, even down tothe minutest and least revolting 
of its modifications. It would, then, be inconsist- | 
ent in Vermont—it would prove that she hadsome- | 
what cooled in the fervor of her love for liberty, | 
should she consent to be drawn into close and fra- 
ternal bonds with a people who, beyond any yet 
known in modern times, have made the most delib- 
erate and heartless assault on human freedom. 
There is one other reason against this measure | 
that the committee ought not to omit presenting to 
your honorable body. its most industrious advo- 
cates urge it—not because our population, too crow- 
ded for our present bounds, justly call for others 
more extended; not because it is necessary to the 
unincumbered, safe, and profitable use and enjoy- 
ment of all the resources and advantages of any part 
of the territory we now possess—but for the avow- 
ed object of adding to and confirming the slavehold- 
ing influence in the management of the government. 
The anarchy and disorder that now prevailed in the 
south, the apparent overthrow, of late, of her own 
constitutional and legal barriers, erected for the se- 
curity of the citizens, and the seeming want of pow- 
erin her proper authorities to re-establish them— 
the illegal outrages which her own citizens, as well 
as those from the free states, have suffered for the 
last two or three years in the south, and to which 
it would appear, upto this time, they are exposed— 
outrages that, so far as your committee have the 
means of information, have, in many instances, been 
provoked by an honorable advocacy of liberty, anda 
condemnation of slavery not less honorable, or from 
a suspicion that the one was honorable and the other 
detested—outrages that have been passed by unpun- 
ished and unnoticed by the proper tribunals where 
they have been perpetrated: these and other fearful 
sacrifices ofimportant interests by the north,demand- 
ed by the south to be offered up for the security of 
her peculiar institutions—the surrender that she 
asks from us ofthe freedom of speech—the liberty of 
the press—the right of petition—all these united, in- 
spire your committee with a well-founded appre- 
hension that the additional weight which the an- 
hexation of Texas to the United States would give 
to the slave-holding interest in our political organ- 
ization, would, in all probability, soon lead either 
to a disolution of the union, or to the political de- 
gradation of the free states, and, eventually, to the 
entire overthrow of their common liberties. Where- 
fore, the committee recommend the adoption by the 
general assembly of the following resolutions. 
W. R. RANNEY, 
MILTON BROWN, 
For committee. 
_l. Resolved, by the senate and house of representa, 
fwes, That our senators in congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their in- 
uence in that body to prevent the annexation of 
€xas to the union. 





2. Resolvel, That representing as we do the people 


of Vermont, we do, hereby, in their name, solemnly 
protest against such annexationin any form. 

3. Resolved, That as the representatives of the 
people of Vermont we do solemnly protest against 
the admissien into this union of any state whose 
constitution tolerates domestic slavery. 

4. Resolved, That congress have full power, by the 
constitution, to abolish slavery and the slave-trade 
in the District of Columbia and in the territories of 
the United States. 

5. Resolved, That congress has the constitution- 
al power to prohibit the slave-trade between the- 
several states of this union, and to make such laws 
as shall effectually prohibit such trade. 

6. Resolved, That our senators in congress be in- 
structed, and our representatives requested, to pre- 
sent the foregoing report and resolutions to their 
respective houses in congress, and use their iflu- 
ence to carry the same speedily into effect. 

7. Resolved, That the governor of this state be 
requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing re- 
port and resolutions to the president of the United 
States, to the executive of the several states, and to 
each of our senators and representatives in con- 
gress. 

In senate, November 1, 1837. 

Resolutions numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6, passed 
by the senate. 

Resolution num bered 7, amended by striking out 
the words *‘to the executives of the several states,” 
and passed by the senate. 

N. WILLIAMS, secretary, 
In house of representatives, Nov. 1, 1837. 

Resolutions numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, pass- 
ed by the house. A. L. MINER, clerk. 

The following are the resolutions presented by 
Mr. Calhoun in the senate on the 27th ult. 

Resolved, That in the adoption of the federal con- 
stitution, the states adopting the same, acted, sev- 
erally, as free, independent, and sovereign states; 
and that each, for itself, by its own voluntary as- 
sent, entered the union with the view to its in- 
creased security against all dangers, domestic as 
well as foreign, aad the more perfect and secure 
enjoyment ofits advantages, natural, political, and 
social. 

Resolved, That in delegating a portion of their 
powers to be exercised by the federal government, 
the states retained, severally, the exclusive and sole 
right over their own domestic institutions and po- 
lice, and are alone responsible for them, and that 
any intermeddling of any one or more states, or a 
combination oftheir citizens, with the domestic in- 
stitutions and police of the others, on any ground, 
or under any pretext whatever, political, moral, or 
religious, with the view to their alteration or sub- 
version, is an assumption of superiority not war- 
ranted by the constitution; insulting to the states 
interterred with; tending to endanger their domes- 
tic peace and tranquillity; subversive of the objects 
for which the constitution was formed; and by 
necessary consequence, tending to weaken, and 
destroy the union itself. 

Resoived, That this government was instituted and 
adopted by the several states of this union as a com- 
mon agent, in order to carry into effect the powers 
which they had delegated by the constitution for 
their mutual security and prosperity; and that, in 
fulfilment of this high and sacred trust, this govern- 
ment is bound so to exercise its powers as to give, 
as far as may be practicable, increased stability and 
security to the domestic institutions of the states 
that compose the union; and that it is the solemn 
duty of the government to resist all attempts by one 
portion of the union to use it as an instrument to 
attack the domestic institutions of another or to 
weaken or destroy such institutions, instead of 
strengthening and upholding them, as it is in duty 
bound to do. 

Resolved, That domestic slavery, as it exists in 
the southern and western states of the union, com- 
poses an important part of their domestic institu- 
tions, inberited from their ancestors, and existing at 
the adoption of the constitution, by which it is re- 
cognized as constituting an essential element in the 
distribution of its powers among the states; and that 
no change of opinion or feeling, on the part of the 
other states of the union in relation to it can justi- 
fy them or their citizens in open and systematic 
attacks thereon, with the view to its overthrow: and 
that all such attacks are in manifest violation of the 
mntual and solemn pledge to protect and defend 
each other, given by the states respectively, on en- 
tering into the constitutional compact, which form- 
ed the union, and as such are a manifest breach of 
faith, anda violation of the most solemn obligations, 
moral and religious. 

Resolved, That the intermeddling ofany state or 
states, or their citizens, to abolish slavery in this 


under the pretext, that it is immoral or sinful, or 
the passage of any act or measure of congress, with 
that view, would be a direct and dangerous attack 
on the institutions of all the slave-holding states. 
Resolved, That the union of these states rests on 
an equality of rights and advantages among its 
members; and that whatever destroys that equality, 
tends to destroy the union itself; and that it is the 
solemn duty of all, and more especially of this body, 
which represents the states in their corporate 
capacity, to resist all attempts to discriminate be- 
tween the states in extending the benefits of the 
government to the several portions of the union; 
and that to refuse to extend to the southern and 
western states any advantage which would tend to 
strengthen, or render them more secure, or increase 
their limits or population by the annexation of new 
territory or states, on the assumption or under the 
pretext that the institution of slavery, as it exists 
among them, is immoral or sinful, or otherwise ob- 
noxious, would be contrary to that equality of rights 
and advantages which the constitution was intend- 
ed to secure alike to all the members of the union, 
and would, in effect, disfranchise the slave-holding 
states, withholding from them the advantages 
while it subjected them to the burdens of the go- 
vernment. 

The following resolutions submitted, in the 
senate, by Mr. Norvell, on the 28th ult. were read, 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the government of the United 
States is a national government only for the gene- 
ral purposes specified in the federal constitution: 

hat the states of this union, in all their reserv- 
ed rights and powers, are separate, independent, 
and sovereign political communities. 

That any interference by one or more states, or 
by the people of one or more states, with the do- 
mestic institutions of any other State of this Union, 
or with any of its reserved rights and powers over 
those institutions, is a palpable and dangerous in- 
fraction of the spirit of the constitution of the 
United States, tending directly to disturb the peace 
and tranquillity of the union, and to sever the links 
which connect us together as one people: 

That the senate of the United States, composed 
of the representatives of the states in their sover- 
eign capacities, and bound to protect the reserved 
rights and powers left to them in the compact of 
union, would regard any attempt, on the part of the 
federal government, under the pretext of regulating 
commerce among the several states, or under any 
other pretext whatever, to prohibit the domestic 
trade between any of the states, or the citizens of 
any of the states, allowed by them in any kind of 
property, recognized as such by their laws, as un- 
constitutional in spirit and in letter: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the senate of the United States 
will neither receive, nor entertain, any petition, 
memorial, resolution, or other paper, praying con- 
gress to prohibit any such trade. 

Resolved, That, as it would be a breach of the 
public faith of the nation to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, without the consent of the 
people of the District, the senate will neither re- 
ceive, nor entertain, any petition, memorial, reso- 
lution, or other paper, praying for the adoption of 
such measures, unless it proceed from the people 
of the District of Columbia. 

The following are the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Morris, on the 29th ult: 

Resolved, That in the formation of the federal 
constitution, the states acted in their sovereign va- 
pacities; but the adoption of the same was, by the 
people of the several states, by their agents special- 
ly elected for that purpose, and the people of the 
several states, by their own free and voluntary con- 
sent, entered into the compact of union proposed in 
the constitution, with the view to form a more per- 
fect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tran- 
quility, provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to themselves and their posterity; and that 
the means of attaining all those important objects 
are fully provided for in the giants of power con- 
tained in the constitution itself. 

Resolved, That the people of the several states in 
delegating a portion of their power to the federal 
government, which they had formerly exercised by 
their own legislatures, severally retained the ex- 
clusive and sole right over their domestic institu- 
tions, which they had not, by the constitution, 
granted to the federal government, and they re- 
served to individuals, and to the states in their so- 
vereign character, the full liberty of speech and the 
press, to discuss the domestic institutions of any of 
the states, whether political, moral, or religious; 
and that it would be the exercise of unauthorized 





District, or any of the territories, on the ground, or 


power on the part of this government, or of any 
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of the states, to attempt to restrain the same; and 
that any endeavor to do so, would be insulting to 
the people and the states so interfered with; for 
each state alone has the power to punish individuals 
for the abuse of this liberty within their own juris- 
diction; and whenever one state shall attempt to 
make criminal acts done by citizens in another 
state, which are lawful in the state where done, 
the necessary consequence would be to weaken the 
bonds of our union. 

Resolved, That this government was adopted by 
the people of the several states of this union as a 
common agent, to carry into effect the powers 
which they had delegated by the constitution; and 
in fulfilment of this high and sacred trust, this go- 
vernment is bound so to exercise its powers as 
not to interfere with the reserved rights of the 
states over their own domestic institutions; and it 
is the duty of this government to refrain from any 
attempt, however remote, to operate on the liberty 
of speech and the press, as secured to the citizens 
of each state by the constitution and laws thereof. 
That the United States are bound to secure to each 
state a republican form of government, and to pro- 
tect each of them against invasion or domestic vio- 
lence, and for no other purpose can congress in- 
terfere with the internal police of a state. 

Resolved, That domestic slavery as it exists in 
the southern and western states; is a moral and po- 
litical evil, and that its existence at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution is not recognized by 
that instrument as an essential element in the 
exercise of its powers over the several states, and 
no change of feeling on the part of any of the states 
can justify them or their citizens in open and sys- 
tematic attacks on the right of petition, the free- 
dom of speech, or the liberty of the press, with a 
view to silence either, on any subject whatever; 
and that all such attacks are manifest violations of 
the mutual and solemn pledge to protect and defend 
each other, and as such are a manifest breach of 
faith, and a violation of the most solemn obligations, 
both political, moral and religious. 

Resolved, That it is the indisputable right of any 
state, or any citizen thereof, as well as an indispen- 
sable duty, to endeavor, by all legal and constitu- 
tional'‘means, to abolish whatever is immoral and sin- 
ful, and that congress alone possesses the power to 
abolish slavery and the slave trade in this District 
or any of the territories of the United States; and 
the right of petition, of speech, and of the press, to 
accomplish this object is not to be questioned, and 
that an act of congress on this subject would be 
within its constitutional powers. 

Resolved, That the union of these states rests up- 


on the virtue and intelligence of the citizens in sup- | 


porting the constitution of the United States, and 
not upon any supposed advantages it may afford to 
any particular state; and that it is the solemn duty 
ofall, more especially of this body, which represents 
the states in their sovereign capacity, to resist all 
attempts to discriminate between the states; and 
that it would be unwise, unjust, and contrary to the 
constitution, to anuex any new territory, or state to 


this confederacy, with a view to the advantage of 


any state, or its peculiar domestic institutions; that 
such an attempt would be contrary to that equality 
of rights which one object of the constitution was 
to secure alike to all the states; and if done to favor 
the slave-holding states, for the purpose of giving to 
those states a preponderance in this government, 
would in effect, be to establish slavery in all the 
states. 

Resolved, That to regulate commerce among the 
several states is an express power granted by the 
constitution to the congress of the United States. 
That, in the exercise of this power, congress may 
rightfully prohibit any article, though made property 
by the laws of astate, from being used in such com- 
merce, if the sane would be detrimental to the gen- 
eral welfare. 

Resolved, That congress have possessed the power 
since 1808 to prohibit the importation of persons 
into any state as articles of commerce or merchan- 
dise. 

Resolved, That the political condition of the peo- 
ple within the District of Columbia is subject to 
state regulation; and that congress, in the exercise 
of its legislative powers over the District, is bound 
by the will of its constituents in the same man- 
ner as when legislating for the people of the United 
States generally. 

Resolved, That this government was founded and 
has been sustained by the force of public opinion, 
and that the free and full exercise of that opinion is 
absolutely necessary for its healthy action; and 
that any system which will not bear the test of pub- 
lic examination is at war with its fundamental 
principles; and that any proceedings on the part of 
those who administer the government of the 
states, or any of the states, or any citizens thereof, 


I with. The whole correspondence was communicat- 


which is iutended or calculated to make disreputa- 
ble the free and full exercise of the thoughts and 
opinions of any portion of our citizens on any sub- 
ject connected with the political, or religious 
institutions of our country, whether expressed by 
petition to congress, or otherwise, by attaching to 
the character of such institutions odious and reproach 
ful names and epithets, strikes at the very founda- 
tion of all our civil institutions, as well as our per- 
sonal safety; poisons the very foundations of public 
justice, and excites mobs and other unlawful assem- 
blies to deeds of violence and blood. That ouronly 
safety is in tolerating error of opinion, while reason 
is left free to combat it. 





DELICATE AND INTERESTING CASE. 

From the Maryland Republican of December 30. 

On Tuesday, in the house of delegates, Mr. 
Maulsby rose and proposed an order respectfully 
asking of the executive to communicate all the in- 
formation in their possession relative to the de- 
mand made by the executive of Pennsylvania, for 
the delivery over of four of the citizens of Harford 
county, who it appears had been indicted by the 
York county court, for unlawfully seizing, and 
conveying from said county, a certain negro wo- 
man and her children, claimed as absconding slaves, 
belonging to a widow lady of Harford county, 
without having observed the legal form required by 
the laws of Pennsylvania in such cases, whereby 
they became liable to the penalties of said laws, 
which denounce fine and imprisonment in the peni- 
tentiary for the oifence. 

Mr. M. stated upon his own knowledge that the 
persons indicted were men of respectability and of 
family, and free holders of Harford county; that 
they had had the negroes arrested by a proper offi- 
cer with a warrant from the authorities of Penn- 
sylvania, and taken before a justice of the peace for 
his decision, under the act of congress requiring 
that proceeding; but the magistrate refused to act 
under that Jaw in consequence of an act of the 
state of Pennsylvania, which Mr. Maulsby con- 
tended went in effect to nullify the authority of the 
United States law in the case, by forbidding a| 
justice of the peace to adjudge in such case, but | 

| 





required that it shall be tried before a judge of the 
court, and be made matter of record. In conse- | 
quence of the refusal of the justice to adjudge the | 


a judge, the Marylanders determined to bring the 
negroes home into Harford county, a distance only 
of 7 or 8 miles, and submit the case to the judiciary 
of this state. They did so, and tbe trial for free- 
dom occnpied Harford county court for three day’s 
patient investigation, during which the ownership 
was clearly established, and the negroes adjudged 
to be the property of the widow, from whom the 
mother had absconded, and for whom the arrest 
was made. 

Notwithstanding the fact of the ownership being 
established, the act of forcibly bringing away the 
negroes from Pennsylvania, without satisfying the 
laws of that state of such ownership in the manner 
therein prescribed, was declared by said law to be 
an act of felony and punishable as we have mention- 
ed above. Indictment being found, the executive 
of Pennsylvania claimed the four Marylanders as 
fugitives from justice, and the constitution of the 
United States requires that such demand shall be 
complied with. An interesting correspondence 
has been carried on between the executive of Ma- 
ryland, and that of Pennsylvania upon the subject, 
and if we mistake not Mr. Maulsby himself has 
been to Harrisburg at the request of our executive 
endeavoring to avert the inconvenience or disgrace 
to which the said Marylanders will be subjected by 
carrying out the demand. The object of Mr. Mauls- 
by as he stated to the house, was to place the sub- 
ject fully and imtnediately before the legislature, 
that they might judge what measures were best to 
be adopted to protect the citizens of this state from 
such inconvenience in reclaiming their slaves, and 
particularly to save the citizens who were now 
threatened with an ignominious punishment for tak- 
ing the measures which appeared to them to be jus- 
tifiable in reclaiming the property. 

The call for the papers was acceeded to by the 
house—A snbsequent order was proposed by Mr. 
Maulsby requesting our executive to suspend issu- 
ing process for the arrest or delivery, until legisla- 
tive action could be had, was, after some objections 
urged by Mr. Alexander, withdrawn by Mr. Mauls- 
by. 

The call for the papers was promptly complied 


ed to the house on the following day. The case | 
is one of much delicacy and much difficulty, espe- 
cially when it is remembered that the very law of 
Pennsylvania, the operation of which is now com- 





. . . ———— 
state in compliance with the request of the 


Maryland, who deputised very talented mem 
her own legislature to go to Harrisburg, and yy 
that their laws should be so altered as to prevent ’ 
mere justice of the peace from having the power to 
decide, as to the property of our citizens in slay 4 
that are fugitives in that state. ” 
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MR. FLETCHER’S ADDRESS. 
From the Boston Ailas. 

We earnestly entreat the attention of our readers 
to the address of our representative in congress the 
Hon. Richard Fletcher, which appears in our paper 
of this morning. | 

This address shows in the clearest and distinctes, 
manner, that the impression so generally prevalen; 
that Mr. Fletcher intended in his remarks jn the 
house of representatives on the 12th ultimo, to dis. 
credit the report of his Faneuil Hall speech, whic) 
originally appeared in this paper, was an impresgicy 
which Mr. Fletcher never designed to make. § 
far from such a design, he did expressly sustain the 
substantial accuracy of that report; and, as appears 
in his address, he was so understood by the persons 
who replied to him on that occasion. Unfortunate. 
ly, however, for all parties, this false impression 
was very extensively made. For ourselves, we re. 
sisted it as long as we could, without subjecting 
ourselves, as we thought, to a charge which would 
have been fatal to the reputation of this journal fo; 
honesty and truth; and which would even have cast 
a deep stigma upon the whole whig party of Bos. 
ton. 

The whole of Friday, and while there was noth- 
ing to go upon but the brief sketches in the New 
York papers, we resisted with vehemence the idea 
that Mr. Fletcher could have discredited the report 
of his speech. But on Saturday, when the mail 
brought a full report of the remarks in the house on 
the 12th, remarks which seem very generally to 
have produced an impression they were not intend. 
ed to produce, which upon examination, they will 
not warrant; and when, at the same time, our ex- 
change papers began to taunt us with having manu- 
factured a speech for Mr. Fletcher which he 
never delivered, we felt bound to meet the charge 
at once, with an explicit and indignant denial.— 
The distinctions upon which Mr. Fletcher went in 
his explanations, though sufficiently just in them- 


case, and of the difficulties at the time of reaching |.selves, were yet of a kind likely to be misappre- 


hended by hasty readers. In a matter which 
touched our veracity and honor, we felt obliged to 
receive as just what seemed to be a prevalent im- 
pression. Under such circumstances, we were in 
no state for deliberate analysis; and we could hard- 
ly stop to make it, without subjecting ourselves, by 
our silence and delay, to the most injurious impu- 
tations. 

We were the more confirmed in the interpreta- 
tion so commonly put upon Mr. Fletcher’s remarks, 
by two very natural mistakes as to matters of fact. 

The foreman of our printing office, a most re- 
spectable man, assured us, that it was his distinct 
impression, that the corrections in the first two or 
three sheets of the copy of the report of the Faneuil 
Hall speech, as given in this paper, were in a hazd- 
writing with which he was not familiar, and whici 
he concluded to have been Mr. Fletcher's. This 
assurance, in connection with the circumstance, 
that we knew that the manuscript had been sub- 
mitted to the inspection of Mr. F. (though it ap- 
pears, from the testimony of the gentleman who 
took it to him, that Mr. F. was too much occupied 
even to glance over it) led us to make the assertion 
in our own defence, and in defence of the report, 
“that the speech as reported in the Atlas was seen 
by him (i. e. Mr. Fletcher) previous to its appear- 
ance in print; and was by him partially revised an¢ 
corrected.” We are now perfectly satisfied, aud 
upon the most unquestionable evidence, that every 
correction in the copy of the report, was made bya 
gentleman connected with this office, (who was 
absent from the city at the time our extra was Issu- 
ed, and is still absent, though we have since seen 
and conversed with him;) and we are perfectly 
satisfied, that in point of fact, Mr. Fletcher's asser- 
tion respecting this matter is most completely an¢ 
literally trne,—that he never saw the copy, Nor 
made a single correction in it, nor could he have 
read a line of the report, till after it appeared in 
print. It gave us the greatest pain to come 1n\0 
collision with Mr. Fletcher as to this matter ol 
fact, and it gives us the sincerest pleasure to be 
able to make this correction. 

As to the pamphlet edition of the speech, we are 
also satisfied that it was already in type, betoré 
PMr. Fletcher knew of its intended publication, ane 
was not revised by him. z. 

We are truly bappy in being able to make these 
explanations, and thus to set right a most unforti- 
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gs many others did, that Mr. Fletcher intended to 
throw entire discredit upon the Atlas report of his 
speech, We acted, as we believe all honorable men, 

nder similar circumstances, and laboring under a 
similar misapprehension, would have acted, and as 
we would act with the same promptitude again.— 
In spite of the cavils and misrepresentations of in- 
terested opponents, we do not fear but that those 
whose good opinion we esteem, will be convinced 
that we have been actuated in this affair by a su- 

reme regard to truth as well as to the true honor 


and dignity of the party to which we are attached. 


Washington, Dec. 23d, 1837. 
he people of Boston: 

atone 4 i Goragrn Elected a member of the 
sth congress by your unsolicited suffrages, I at- 
tended the late extra session; and, although I took no 
very active part in its debates, I was far from being 
an indifferent or careless observer of its proceed- 
ings. 

Returning home after the close of that session, I 
delivered, as you all know, a speech at a public 
meeting in Faneuil Hall, at which I dweltat length 
and with earnestness on certain proofs I had seen, 
during my late residence at Washington, of what I 
regarded as a great and alarming extent of execu- 
tive influence. In particular, I made a statement 
upon this subject, respecting the proceedings in the 
committee of ways and means, of which I had been 
a member. 

In making that statement, I was actuated by no 
feelings of personal hostility towards any member 
of that committee. Nothing had transpired to cre- 
ate any personal unkindness, and I feltnone. My 
attention was arrested by what I thought a violation 
of the fundamental principles upon which our gov- 
ernment rests. I saw in the interference of the ex- 
ecutive with the business of that committee, what 
appeared to me a dangerous encroachment. There 
jsno more necessary guarantee for public liberty, 
than the entire separation and independence of the 
diferent departments of government.” The union 
of all power in the hands of a single department, is 
adespotism. Nor is it material, whether this union 
be sanctioned by law, or be imperceptibly brought 
about by usage and precedent. Ifit in fact exists, 
the result is the same: liberty is destroyed In a 
government like ours, the greatdanger is, that while 
the form still remains fair and attractive, the spirit 
may depart—that by gradual and imperceptible de- 
cays the life jof liberty may be extinguished, and 
nothing be left but the dead letter of disregarded 
rights. Constant watchfulness and care against 
these dangers is the price of our freedom. 

Entertaining these views, I felt myself bound to 
communicate to my constituents, certain facts res- 
pecting the proceedings in the committee of ways 
and means, which to me were alarming. These 
facts were important and proper to be made known; 
and I must and shall at all times declare whatever 
truth seems to me to affect the public weal. No 
fear of reproach shall keep me silent. 

The speech was mine; with the preparation of the 
printed report, [had nothing to do. I did not revise 
it. I never saw a line of it till after its appearance 
in print. After it was published I read it, though 
without giving it any critical examination. Upon 
this reading, it appeared to me substantially correct, 
aud accordingly I did not hesitate to circulate 
copies of it. Upon asevere scrutiny, one ortwo in- 
accuracies in it have since been pointed out, which 
Thad not before observed, and which now do not 
appear to me to affect at all the material points of 
the speech. 

During the second week of the present session, 
six members of the late committee of ways and 
means published acommunication in the Washing- 
ton papers of the 12th instant, complaining of the 
part of my speech which referred to the proceed- 
ings in thatcommittee. It was judged proper by 
my friends that I should take some notice of this 
communication in the house, the same morning that 
itappeared. Since the delivery of the speech, my 
attention had never been particularly called to the 
subject, till this communication was shewn to me. 

had no time to give the paragraphs quoted in it, 
from the printed report of my speech, a very accn- 
rate examination. The substance of the statements 
Which I had made, was very strongly impressed up- 
on my memory; and by the substance of those state- 
nents [ was ready to abide. But there was no ne- 
Cessity for, and it seemed to me, there was no pro- 
priety in my undertaking to be answerable for the 
€xact words of a report, which I had not written, 
had not revised, had not seen before its publication, 
and to which my attention had not been particularly 
called, till upwards of a month after the speech was 
elivered, 


Under these circumstances, I esteemed it due to 


executive influence, which was the only substantial 
matter atissue between me and the members of the 
committee, to disembarrass myself of the particular 
phraseology of a report, which 1 had not made nor 


revised, and to re-state, not the precise words which 


I did use, for, at such a distance of time, that was 

utterly out of my power; but the substance and the 

point of my statements, which I was ready then and 

at all times to maintain. 

Nothing could surprise or distress me more, than 

to find that this disclaimer, which I thought I had 

distinctly limited to the preparation and the original 

publication of the report, should have been under- 

stood by many as extending to its substance and its 

sentiment. Had I intended any such disclaimer as 

that, the strong feelings which have been excited 
upon the occasion, would have had good cause. But 
sucha disclaimer I certainly never intended, and if 
I understand myself, 1 certainly never made. 

In the observations which I submitted to the 
house, on the morning of the 12th instant, the fol- 
lowing was my statement of what I have said in my 
speech, touching the business of the committee of, 
ways and means. “I had stated, in reference to the 
manner of conducting the business of the commit- 
tee of ways and means, that the bills reported by 
that committee originated with the executive, came 
to the committee, from the executive, drawn up in 
form, and were executive measures. I had stated 
in terms, however, that in calling them executive 
measures, I had not reference to the president sim- 
ply, but also to the heads of departments.” 

Such was my statement in the house, and certainly 
I cannot reasonably be understood as disclaiming, 
what I at the same time distinctly avowed, and what 
I then maintained was admitted in their article, by 
the majority of the committee theinselves. 

Now compare this statement of what I had said 
in my speech, with the printed report, as quoted by 
the majority of the committee, and see if the alle- 
gations in both, are not essentially and substantial- 
ly the same. 

The first paragraph of that quotation is as fol- 
lows: 

“During the session, the business projects upon 
which the house were called to act, came almost 
entirely from the committee of ways and means. 
There are nine members of that committee, only 
two of whom are understood to be opposed to the 
general policy of the administration. I suppose 
}you would like to know the manner in which the 
business was arranged for the house. I will tell 
you the ways—the means you will all see in due 
time. You, doubtless, suppose that this committee 
of ways and means has some duty to do—some 
ways to devise, some means to find out, some plans 
to originate and mature for the action of the house. 
The committee, you imagine, look over the mes- 
sage, see what is recommended to be done for the 
benefit of the country, consult together as to the 
best measures, and lay the result of their delibera- 
tions before the house. Is this your idea, Mr. 

President? Is this what you think, fellow-citizens? 
If it is, I am sorry to inform you that you labor 
under a very great mistake. I once entertained the 
same ideas; but I soon found my error. No such 
thing, sir—-no such thing. The chairman of the 
committee steps up to the white house, and there re- 
ceives from the president, or the secretary of the trea- 
sury, such bills as they wish to have passed by the 
house. The chairman puts the bills into his pocket, 
takes them to the committee; without any examina- 
tion, the majority of the committee approve them; the 
minority can do nothing. The bills are presented 
to the house, and received as the doings of the 
committee.” 

Now is not the whole substance and every ma- 
terial allegation in the above paragraph, embraced 
in the statement that the bills reported by the com- 
mittee, originated with the executive, came to the 
committee from the execulive, drawn up in form, and 
were execulive measures? 

No one, I think, can deny it. 

The second paragraph of the printed report, 
quoted in the article of the majority of the commit- 
tee, is as follows:— 

“TI aver to you that every important bill passed by 
the house came to the house ready drawn, from the 
execulive. The representatives are mere machines. 
Every measure is an executive measure. I mean 
by the executive, the president and heads of de- 
partments—the cabinet. They originate every thing, 
put every thing into the precise shape they wish, word 
for word, letier for letter, comma for comma; and 
the executive majority in the house pass each bill forth- 
with, without alleration—and, so far as depends upon 
them, without debale—jusi as tl comes from their mas- 
ters at the white house.” 

I ask again, is not the whole substance, and every 
material allegation of the above paragraph, so faras 








myself, and due to the great question of improper 


the committee are concerned, embraced in the 


statement, that the bills reported by that commit- 
tee, originated with the execulive, came ‘to the com- 
mittee from the executive, drawn up in form, and 
were execulive measures? 

No one, I think, can deny it. 

It may, however, be asked, since the statement I 
made in the house is, in substance, the same, with 
the statement contained in the printed report, why 
I did not allow the matter to rest upon the printed 
report. Ihave already mentioned in general terms, 
that the statement which I made in the house origi- 
nated in a wish to disembarrass the great question 
at issue between me and the majority of the com- 
mittee, of any secondary disputes about incidental 
matters, growing out of the particular phraseology 
of the printed report. 1 will now explain this more 
in detail. 

In the first paragraph of the printed speech is the 
following clause,—‘‘without any examination the 
majority of the committee approve them,”’ i. e. the 
bills received froin the executive. 

I certainly had no recollection of having used the 
phrase, ‘without any examination.” If I useda 
similar expression, I think I must have said, with- 
out any proper examination, or have employed some 
qualifying epithet of the sort. However that may 
be, considering the circumstances under which the 
printed report was published, and not having had 
any hand in its preparation, I did not feel myself 
bound, without any recollection of having used that 
particular expression, to assume it as mine; more 
particularly as the majority of the committee, ad- 
mitting the main matter of the speech, sought to 
make the controversy turn upon the literal correct- 
ness of that expression. 

Again, in the second paragraph of the printed 
report, I am made to say, ‘‘that the executive ma- 
jority in the house, pass each bill furthwith, with- 
out alteration, and so far as depends upon them, 
without debate.”” This expression is also very 
much dwelt upon, by the majority of the commit- 
tee, though it is to be observed, that it has no re- 
ference to their proceedings, but relates wholly to 
the action of the house. 

This expression, as it stands in the printed re- 
port, I am very certain I never could have used. 
I could not have said that the bills passed the house 
without alteration,—for all who heard me must 
have known the contrary. I might in all probabili- 
ty have said, ‘that the executive majority in the 
house pass each bill forthwith, so far as depends 
upon "a without alteration and without debate.’’ 
This I might have said,—but in this case as in the 
other, feeling no responsibility for the precise 
phraseology of the printed report, I did not think it 
necessary to sustain it against the committee, and 
thus to form an issue so far certainly as related to 
their proceedings, wholly immaterial. 

Let us now compare together those portions of 
my statement in the house and of the printed report, 
which relate to the resolution respecting a national 
bank. In my _ statement in the house, I said, 
‘‘What I did say at the meeting was, that the peti- 
tions on the subject of a bank had not been read in 
the committee, and I made a suggestion as to the 
origin of the resolution reported. 

The printed report reads as follows: 

‘A resolution was introduced into the house 
from the committee of ways and means, declaring 
that it is inexpedient to charter a national bank. 
You may feel some interest to know how that re- 
solution was got up: I willtell you. You willre- 
collect that there were only two opposition mem- 
bers on the committee. The majority would do 
nothing for the people, and the minority could do 
nothing, except to report the doings of their mas- 
ters in the committee and the honse to their mas- 
ters, the people; and this, at least, I, for one, am 
resolved todo. Very many petitions, from almost 
all the states, were sent into congress for the es- 
tablishment of a national bank; these petitions, as 
they were presented, by a mutual understanding, 
were referred to the committee of ways and means, 
and suffered to lie on the tuble till the whole should 
come in, when, as we supposed, thev were to be taken 
up and considered. So the mailer stood; when, on 
the last day but one, on which that committee sat, the 
chairman, without preface or explanation, introduced 
the above resolution. It was opposed by one opposi- 
tion member, the other being absent; and the chatr- 
man was asked, what had become of the petitions? — 
They yet lay upon the table, but the majority pass- 
ed the resolution without opening or reading one of 
them. The resolution was sent in, and, by the 
help of the previous question, was forced through 
the house. No doubt can be entertained that this 
resolution came down from the executive, in the pre- 
cise form in which it passed. Here was a great and 
most manifest outrage on the liberties of the citi- 
zens. At least they have the right to petition, if 





they have no other; and yet, ina time of the great- 
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est anxiety, when it was of the most vital import- 
ance that the views of the people should be com- 
municated to their representatives, here was a 
successful attempt, on the part of the executive, to 
cut off this intercourse; to prevent the voice of the 
people from being heard; to erect a barrier between 
the people and their constituents.” 

Let any one examine the above sentence and see 
if it contains any materia! allegation, except that 
the resolution passed the commitlee without the peti- 
tions being read, and the suggestion that the resolution 
uself came from the executive. 

I think every body who has favored me so far as 
to read the foregoing remarks, must be perfectly 
satisfied that in what I stated in the house, I in- 
tended to sustain and that I did sustain the whole 
substance, the entire spirit of the printed report.— 
It is clear from their replies that the members of 
the committee must so have understood me, The 
chairman of the committee, as reported in the 
Globe, says in his reply, that ‘‘he was entirely wil- 
ling to submit the whole matter as it stood; that4 
the member’s speech as published and not denied, 
the statement of the majority and the explanations 
and disavowals now made, should all go forth, and 
that the house and the country should decide upon 
the conduct of the member from Massachusetts.” 

Mr. Atherton, another member of the committee, 
according to the report of his remarks in the Intel- 
ligencer, enquires, «What was my surprise on see- 
ing the report of a speech delivered by him, (i. e. 
Mr. Fletcher) and with which Mr. Atherton under- 
slood him to acknowledge himself satisfied, denounc- 
ing the members of the committee in the severest 
terms?””? Any one who will read the report of Mr. 
Atherton’s remarks, will see, that he proceeded 
throughout on the supposition that the printed re- 
port of my speech was maintained by me to be sub- 
stantially correct. 

Mr. Atherton in his remarks in the house as well 
as the article of the majority of the committee, ac- 
cused me of having said that ‘the bills reported by 
the committee were reported word for word, letter 
for letter, comma for comma, just as they came 
from the secretary of the treasury.”” When Mr. 
Atherton made this assertion, I exclaimed “I never 
said so.” Nor did I; nor does the printed report 
say any such thing. It merely says that ‘the pre- 
sident and heads of departinents, originate every 
thing, put every thing into the precise shape they 
wish, word for word, letter for letter, comma for 
comma.” That is, they draw out the bills in detail 
to suit themselves. 

I am sorry to learn that this exclamation, ‘I ne- 
ver said so,’”? has been construed to mean that I 
never used those words in any connexion—a denial 
which I had no intention to make. My denial ex- 
tended only to the unfounded application to the 
committee of what I had asserted only of the ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr. Jones, (called in the Intelligencer, Mr. 
Craig,) the only other person who responded to 
my remarks, inquired if 1 disavowed the extracts 
fromm my speech contained in the Glo'e? To which 
I replied, ‘‘Yes; the report of my speech was made 
without authority from me.” By this I intended, 
and could have intended, nothing more than what I 
have already said, to wit, that inasmuch as the ex- 
tracts referred to, were derived from a report which 
I had not revised nor seen till it was printed, I did 
not choose to hold myself resyronsible, for the par- 
ticular phraseology of those extracts, but preferred 
to place the matter upon the statement I had made 
to the house. And it is sufficiently clear that Mr. 
Jones so understood me, for he says, as reported in 
the Intelligencer, “Yet it now appears that while 
he (i. e. the member from Massachusetts) was 
holding out to his colleagues the appearance of 
those feelings, which a gentleman should cherish 
towards his companions on a committee, he was 
even hunting up materials for that personal charge 
on their reputation, whith he admits he made.” The 
charge which I admitted that I made 1 certainly 
could not at the same time have disclaimed having 
made. 

This member of the committce, as well as the 
others who replied to me, indulged in a series of 
remarks of a character personally affrontive. Any 
reply to these remarks would have led only toa 
mere personal altercation. The motives and feel- 
ings which would induce me to disregard language 
tending merely to such a result, will be understood, 
and can be appreciated, by those to whom my prin- 
ciples of action are known. The view I took of 
it was confirmed by the advice of a gentleman upon 
whose counsel I might well place entire reliance. 

I hope I have succeeded a this time in satisfy- 
ing all who have given me thus far a hearing, that 
I have never retracted, and never had the least in- 
tention of retracting, the statements which I made 





in Faneuil Hall. 


The question still remains, are those statements 
true? How does it appear that the bills reported by 
the commiitee of ways and meuns originated with the 
executive; came to the committee ready drawn from 
the executive, and were in fact, executive measures? 

All this distinctly appears from the admissions of 
the majority of the committee, in the article signed 
a them, and published in the Washington papers. 

hat article says, ‘The chairman of the committee 
did consult the secretary of the treasury about the 
bills referred to.” ‘At his request the secretary of 
the treasury transmitted to him dralts of most of 
the bills.” 

These are the express admissions of the majority 
of the committee under their own hands; but seve- 
ral things are alleged by way of excuse, and asa 
means of escaping from the force of these admis- 
sions. 

It is said in the first place, that the chairman con- 
sulted the secretary of the treasury with the know- 
ledge and assent of the committee. I had no 
knowledge of such consultation till after it took 
place. I never assented to it. If any resolution 
was passed by the committee instructing their 
chairman to consult the secretary and to obtain 
drafts of the bills from him, it might be well to 
produce it. And being produced, what would it 
prove? Why, that committee, instead of consult- 
ing together and deliberating as to the measures to 
be adopted, commenced operations by sending their 
chairman to the secretary of the treasury to consult 
him and get drafts of the bills! 

But again,: the majority of the committee at- 
tempt to justify what they did on the ground of 
usage. } 

As to that matter I said nothing at any time. I 
am informed by gentlemen of experience in the 
house, upon whose statements I place full reliance, 
that no such usage as the committee set up, ever 
existed. The fact of any such usage has been 
strongly denied upon the floor of the house during 
the present session; and the assertions of the ma- 
jority of the committee, respecting this matter, re- 
main, as yet, unsupported by any additional evi- 
dence. 

But whether this origination with the executive 
of important bills of general interest, and this ob- 
taining them ready drawn from the secretary of the 
treasury, be an old practice or a new one, in th 
view | took of the matter, made no difference at all; 
or rather it made only this difference, that the older 
the practice was, the more alarming it was; because 
the older it was, the stronger proof it furnished that 
the spirit of the constitution was evaporating, and 
that all power tended to a concentration in the 
hands of the executive. 

The majority of the committee allege in the 
third place, that “they duly considered the measures 
recommended in the treasury report; but that not 
one of the bills reported, corresponded in form with 
any proposed by the secretary of the treasury, and 
most of them essentially differed in principle from 
the suggestions of that officer.” 

Touching this paragraph, it is to be observed in 
the first place, that the committee do not pretend 
to have held any deliberations which were not ex- 
pressly founded upon executive suggestions. The 
treasury report, and the bills prepared by the se- 
cretary of the treasury, formed by their own con- 
fession, the sole subject of their consultations.— 
They claim to have modified, but they do not pre- 
tend to have originated. 

In the second place, there are certain undeniable 
facts, which will enable the country to judge what 
due deliberation the committee gave to the measures 
they undertook to consider; and how extensive 
were the alterations which they had opportunity or 
time to make in the drafts furnished to them by the 
secretary of the treasury. 

It appears by the journals of the house, that the 
committee was appointed on Monday the 11th of 
September. They met for the first time, the next 
day; and that same day, reported to the house, as 
the journal shows, the bill to postpone the fourth 
instalment of deposites with the states. On Wed- 
nesday, they reported the treasury note bill; on 
Thursday, the bill postponing the merchants’ bonds; 
and on Friday, the sub-treasury bill, and the bill 
for a settlement with the late deposite banks. All 
these five bills, the great measures of the session, 
and the only great measures of the session, bills in- 
volving questions of revenue to the amount of up- 
wards of twenty millions of dollars—one of which 
proposed to refuse the performance of a pledge so- 
lemnly made to the several states of the union, and 
by them solemnly accepted; another saddling the 


country with a new national debt to the amount of 


ten millions; and a third proposing to introduce an 
entire new system for keeping the public moneys, 
and designed in fact to revolutionize the currency 
of the country;—these great measures were duly 


deliberated, the principles of the en 
the form of the bills determined upon, and the bills 
themselves ordered to be reported to the house po 
in four sittings of the committee, held on foy; 6 * 
cessive days, and which could not, I think eu 
exceeded, on the average, two hours each es hee 
were all held, I believe, in the mornings previ ty 
to the meetings of the house. " mus 

A committee of nine members, in whi 
deliberation takes place, is not ‘a a! ofan Aig 
acting with much rapidity. From the above ota 
ment, any person may easily calculate how much 
due deliberation the committee could have bestowed 
upon the matters entrusted to it; and how many 
could have been the alterations, whether in prince} 
ple or form, which could have been discussed and 
agreed upon; and how far the committee must hayo 
relied upon work ready prepared to its hand. Anq 
from these facts, it may also be judged, how muc! 
injustice is done to the committee, by the expres. 
sion in the printed report, that they approved the 
bills without any examination. 

In the discussion in the house, it was asked whe. 
ther it had not been incumbent upon me to suggest 
any fault I had to find with the proceeding In the 
committee, at the time the impropriety occurred, 

It may be that I was in fault for not so doing 
If so, I do not wish to screen myself from any de- 
served censure. : 

But it should be remembered that My position 

was wholly new and strange to me. I was entire. 
ly inexperienced in the forms of legislative proceed. 
ings. 
For a time at least, it seemed reasonable and de- 
corous that I should be a learner; and in four days 
the principal business of the committee was accom. 
plished. 

It is now apparent that no remonstranice from me 
would have been of any avail. The majority of the 
committee hold that their course was proper, and 
justified by, usage; and holding these views the 
practice will of course be continued. 

It is highly proper therefore that. the people 
should know the facts, that they may judge of the 
fitness and safety of such a practice. 

Let us now consider for a moment the resolution 
concerning a national bank. The substance of ny 
statement respecting that matter was, that the reso- 
lution was hastily agreed upon, the petitions on the 
subject not having any of them been read; and that 
no doubt it also came trom the executive. But this 
last was matter of suggestion. I did not state it as 
a fact within my knowledge. 

I spoke of the resolution as having been but once 
before the committee. ‘The majority assert that 
‘‘the question,” not the resolution, but “the ques- 
tion,’ meaning, I suppose, the question of a na- 
tional bank, was three times before the committee. 
It is very true, as I mentioned in my statement to 
the house, that touching “the question” of a national 
bank, I myself observed at an early session of the 
committee, that it might be well to let the matter 
rest till all the petitions were presented. 

Here was a mere postponement of the subject; 
as yet the resolution had not been offered. As 10 
the second time, at which it is alleged that the 
question was before the committee, I had no know- 
ledge of it whatever. Since the publication by the 
majority of the committee, I have ascertained that 
the resolution in question was brought forward for 
the first time, when I was not present, and that it 
was then postponed. 

The next time it was brought forward, I came to 
the committee late, and the proceedings took place 
of which I gave a relation in my speech. 

The essential point, that the petitions were not 
read, is expressly admitted by the majority of the 
committee. This fact stands out without contra- 
diction. 

The majority of the committee fell into errer 
when they assert that the resolution was drawn Up 
by the chairman of the committee in my presence. 
For as I have before stated, I have ascertained that 
when it was first brought forward, I was not pre- 
sent. 

I did not undertake to state, as matter within my 
knowledge, where the resolution in! fact originated. 
I only expressed my belief, I only made a sugges- 
tion as to its origin; and that suggestion may wel 
be true, notwithstanding the resolution was written 
down in the committee room; for as it consisted of 
only nine words, it might easily have been brought 
from the executive without having been put upo? 
paper. 

The absolute necessity of correcting at once the 
unfortunate misapprehensions respecting this affair, 
into which I unexpectedly find that so many per 
sons have fallen, prevents me from going so fully 
into the subject at the present time as I could have 
desired. I trust, however, with all who know més 
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hat I have now said will prove perfectly satisfac- 
‘s upon the two great points’-— 

Pirst—T hat the statements I made in Faneuil 
Hall I never retracted, nor thought of retracting. 

Secondly——That those statements were true. 

The propriety, under the circumstances, of my 
withdrawing from the committee of ways and means, 
and of other parts of my conduct, I must submit to 
‘our candid consideration and judgment. The 
communication I made to you has drawn upon me 

reat personal héstility and reproach. But what- 
ever may be the result to myself, I shall have the 
consciousness that I have done nothing more in this 
articular than to discharge a duty to the commu- 
nity. 1 cannot conclude without expressing a hope, 
that all those public prints which have published 
the other articles in relation to this subject, will 
also in justice to me, give an insertion to the pre- 
gent address. RICHARD FLETCHER. 





spEECH OF -WILLIAM COST JONHSON, 
OF MARYLAND, 

On the sub-treasury bill, entitled a bill imposing additional 

duties, as depositaries, in certain cases, on public officers, 

delivered in the house of representatives, October 12, 


1837. 

(Concluded.) 

The people were promised the same national and in- 
dividual blessings which a notorious reformer in Eng- 
land once promised his followers and believers. e 
aid: 

: “There shall be, in England, seven half-penny loaves 
sold for a penny; the three-hooped pot shall have ten 
hoops; and I will make it felony to drink small beer: all 
the realm shall be in common.” 

“Away, burn all the records of the realm.” 

The last part of this promise is the first which has 
been kept. The constitution enjoins upon each house 
of congress to keep a journal of records. ‘The senate 
have expunged their.record. I would to heaven, for 
the honor and fame of the nation, that, after expunging, 
they had burnt the record, so that the infamy of the act 
might have been consumed with the record! 

Sir, you have falsified all your predictions and your 
promises to the people, and still you have the temerity 
to ask them to go with you in another crude and untn- 
ed experiment, which shows upon its face a delusive 
hope and a ruinous consequence. Sir, you claim to be 
the poor man’s only friend, and you have brought the 
poor man to poverty and to ruin. 

You are consulting your own ambitious aggrandize- 
ment at the expense 2 the misery and suflering of the 
people. With eonsciousness of error, you still persist 
inwrong. You first induced the people to wage with 
you a war upon the United States bank, and promised 
them better things and more prosperous times; you have 
not realized the hopes you awakened. You now tell 
the people to wage a war against all banks—and the 
very pets upon which you relied as your instruments to 
effect a better currency. Yes, sir, you have done all 


this; and now, by your executive’s recommendation, | mind. 


you wish to create a universal bankrupt law. 


i 





The | the belly are the worst.” 


honorable chairman of the committee of the judiciary | 


has, creditably to himself, and—I return him my ac- | and the poor, which is so often hinted at in the message, 
knowledgments—to the committee, informed you that | is delusive, because it is false. 
he is not prepared at this time and at this session to | 


obey the executive will in that request. Yet the senate’s 
committee have reported a bill to annihilate the banks 
of this District—a step, I suppose, preparatory to a gene- 
ral bankrupt law. 

Here Mr. Johnson was informed by a voice from 
behind him that the chairman of the committee of the 
senate [Mr. Grundy] had asked leave that morning in 
the senate to be relieved from the consideration of the 
executive request, to establish a general bankrupt law 
against the banks.] 

Mr. J. said, I return my thanks to the voice which I 
lear, and to the honorable member from whom it pro- 


ceeded, for the information which he has given me; I | 


Was not apprized of it before. I regard it as an omen 





| ment. 


of better things; I congratulate this house, I congratu- | 


ate the country, upon the fact, that, as pliant as the 
senate have been, they have not been so reckless of the 
public interest as to go with the executive in all its mad 
and violent projects. I have now, for almost the first 
lime some hope that there is a redeeming spirit in this 
louse, to check and oppose some of the crude and ruin- 
OuS Measures of the executive; and I feel animated with 
resh and enlivening sentiments. Put, sir, to resume 
le entangled thread of my discourse. 

You found it sopular with the public taste to go 
against the United States bank. But, remember, when 
you got the people to go with you, you promised a bet- 
ler Currency, and a better system of exchanges; you pro- 
luised them gold for bank notes, and prosperity in their 
treme for what you called bank oppression. The 
Scheme took well on the start, but failed in those results; 
— nom because you deceived the people once, you 
would fain believe that you can make them think that 
* now the state banks—your pets—that have caused 
Me tis misery and suffering. You are really, now, ate 
“mptng a bold experiment on human credulity. Sir, 
you seem to revel instead of sympathizing in the dis- 
a 8 of human beings: you first deceive, and hope to 
utke atonement by misleading. 
you got popular feeling against the United States bank, 
bene” now direct it against state banks, against all 
mate If that fails, then to direct it against all rich 

en, and adopt the levelling, the agrarian system. 


You think, because | 


~~ 





Sir, when I read, in my early youth, Rochefoucault’s , 
maxims, one (although he seemed to “understand the 
human heart as though he had made it’) I marked 
with my pencil at the time, as wrong and impossible— 
the maxim where he says “that there is something in 
the distresses of our friends which does not displease 
us.” Although I read Dean Switt’s approval of it, who 
was well read in the secret impulses of human action, 
still I doubted. He describes it better in verse— 


“As Rochefoucault his maxims drew 
From nature, I believe them true; 
This maxim, more than all the rest, 
Too base ’tis thought for human breast— 
That, in the distresses of our friends, 
We first consult our private ends; 
And nature, kindly bent to ease us, 
Points out some circumstance to please us.” 


Sir, I begin to doubt, and am almost inclined to be- 
lieve, that, in the unsophisticated thoughts of less ex- 
perienced life, 1 was wrong—when I have seen and 
witnessed the great excitement which was brought to 
bear in the public mind against the late Bank of the U. 
States, how completely politicians succeeded in elevat- 
ing themselves, by destroying that institution; although, 
in its destruction, their friends, as well as their oppo- 
nents, were whelmed in the same common distress and 
ruin. Whether some of these same politicians have 
not looked on the general ruin and misery with com- 
placency, and at least consoled themselves that, as the 
first experiment acted politically (if not financially) well, 
they could now turn the indignation of the people from 
themselves against the state banks; and if that should 
result as the first experiment has terminated, and the 
people should still suffer distress, that they would say to 
them, to complete the glorious reform in our currency 
and money affairs, the people must go one step further, 
and it will be but one step, and direct their indignation 
against every rich man: and that there is no freedom 
where there is not an equal distribution of property; 
that, to be free, we must have the agrarian loco foco 
feeling to triumph; that— 

“All the realm shall be in common.” 

Sir, every feeling of my nature startles at such a mon- 
strous doctrine. The doctrine is avowed by few, but man 
are acting in the way to cause such a result. It will fail, 
I predict. I knowit will fail. ‘There is too much honor 
and integrity in the composition of the American charac- 
ter ever to allow such a doctrine to prevail. ‘There is too 
much honesty and worth with the unaspiring portion 
of our farmers and mechanics to suffer such sentiments 
to obtain a place in any honest bosom. I believe that 
one half of those politicians who talk so much about 
the poor, are their worst enemies; I judge so, because 
their measures are not calculated to aid, but to oppress, 
the indigent. Professions of patriotism have become 
trite and stale. I judge, and would urge the whole na- 
tion to judge, of public men, not by their professions, 
but by their acts; it is the safest test. ‘The pinching dis- 
tresses of the people will force them to adopt it. You 
have touched the most sensitive nerve in the American 
system. You have touched the pocket nerve, and it 
communicates directly to the thinking faculties of the 
“Of all rebellions,” said Lord Bacon, “those of 


The attempt to draw a distinction between the rich 


The president alludes 
to the people and to the poor to gain their favor, but re- 
commends nothing to relieve their embarrassments. If 
he turns his eye at all to the sufferings of the people, it is 
a mere sidelong look that falls upon them 

“As cold as the moonbeam on the barren heath.” 

He will not carry their produce to market, or think 
about their exchanges. ‘The emperor of China ploughs 
a furrow every year, in respect to agriculture. The 
president might om written one line in his message in 
favor of that interest. And yet politicians talk about the 
poor—the laboring men—the very men who have suf- 
fered the most by their pretended friendship. 

We hear the terms of “the poor’ and “the aristocrats” 
used in every public place and in every public docu- 
These epithets are unjust when applied to the 
people. We have nosuch distinctive classes; and those 
politicians, who denounce the honest man who has 
made a competent fortune by honest industry and fru- 
gality as an aristocrat, are themselves the worst sort of 
aristocrats. 





As general Foy, in the French chamber of deputies, | 
was enlarging with much earnestness in a discussion | 
in the chamber, and had just used the word aristocracy, | 
a voice from one of the ministers asked him to define it. | 
“ Aristocracy,’ ‘he replied at once, and quickly—“‘aristoc- 
racy, in the nineteenth century, is the league, the coali- | 
tion, of those who wish to consume without producing, | 
live without working, occupy all public places without be- | 
ing competent to fill them, seize upon all honors without | 
mertting them: that is aristocracy. | 

This I regard as a true and practical definition of the | 
word. It is as just as it was happy. ‘There is no such | 
class in this country as the poor, if you will exclude the | 
tenants of the alms-houses. Every man in this country, 
who works at daily labor, gains wealth enough to se- | 
eure him all the comforts of life, and many of its luxu- | 
ries; is well fed and well clothed; and has, at the end | 


|of the year, spare money and feels properly as proud | 


and as independent as any man in the nation. He | 
knows that, whilst he is one of the people, he is part of | 
the government; that his voice is felt and obeyed as | 
much asif he had millions. He knows that, whilst he | 
has to labor hard, the laws will protect him in his rights, | 
and in the possession of the rewards of his industry. 


The laws of our country, of every state in the union, 
prevent a large accumulation of wealth in the hands of 
the few. The accumulation of one generation is divid- 
ed with the descendants in the next. Ali that is want- 
ed to acquire wealth is stability in wise laws to regulate 
the currency. Repeated fluctuations and changes, 
such as our rulers have produced, cause want of confi- 
dence, and finally distress. Contidence causes credit; 
and a system of credit, when controlled within cautious 
limits, adds to individual enterprise, which augments 
the wealth of the nation. Credit is the poor man’s capi- 
tal; and by it, in a moral point of view, the nation is 
benefitted; for every individual is more anxious to pre- 
serve the rectitude of his integrity and honesty, when he 
knows that by doing so, it may advance his wealth and 
prosperity. ‘The rich man of last year is the poor man this; 
and the poor man this, is the rich man next year; so the 
changes go round the circle, from year to vear, from 
generation to generation. From some knowledge of the 
people of the United States, I do not hesitate to give it 
as my opinion, that, of the many who. possess great 
wealth, a large number of them have started from hum- 
ble means, and have been the architects of their own 
fortunes, than those who have derived it from patrimo- 
nial inheritance. 


By the laws of descent of the states, it is impossible 
that any family or class of individuals ever can accu- 
mulate so much wealth as to be enabled to oppress any 
portion of the people. Public functionaries that are 
wise should be cautious in awakening prejudices against 
any class in the community, when the interests of all 
are so naturally dependant upon each other, and are 
knit together like the woof of the spider’s web, so that 
whatever touches or deranges a part must be felt at the 
most remote and attenuated extremities. 'They should 
hold out, by establishing a safe and convertible curren- 
cy and wise regulations of law, inducements and facili- 
ties to the needy industrious to accumulate property; 
and in this way to give a stimulus to industry; for it is 
not in the amount of specie which may be in a nation 
that you alone are to judge of its prosperity and its 
wealth—a better criterion is its productive industry. A 
man who acquires property accumulates wealth; and 
when he has done this, he can soon convert it into mo- 
ney. ‘The man who has but a hundred dollars, wiil 
find that at six per cent. it would support him with the 
necessaries of life for a month; but, if e were toexpend 
it in government lands at a dollar and a quarter an acre, 
and apply his labor upon those lands, the production 
would not only support him and his family, but the sur- 
plus of his preductions would enable him annually to 
increase his wealth. But he must have either the capi- 
tal in money, or the capital gained by his credit; for if 
there is neither capital nor credit in the country, to al- 
low him to establish himself, he must be for ever poor 
and miserable. Then I maintain that, to promote the 
prosperity of the poor, you must supply them with the 
facilities of acquiring either capital or credit, or rather 
of both. And this brings me to an important part of 
our inquiries and our duties: Whether a nation can 
prosper without a sound and abundant convertible cir- 
culating medium? whether gold and silver alone will be 
sufficient to promote that prosperity? and whether the 
poor would be benefitted by the destruction of all bank- 
ing institutions? Not having had time to arrange a re- 
pe Son and sytematized argument, I will offer a few con- 
siderations in relation to these several propositions, with- 
out speaking of each separately, and care but hittle in 
what order | may take them up, and I may speak of 
each in conjunction. No member on this floor has said 
that there is more than eighty millions of dollars in this 
country in gold and silver. 'The easiest way of arguing 
this question is by the Yankee mode of asking a ques- 
tion. That question is, how will the people be enabled to 
pay off all their debts, which amount to many thousand 
millions, with only eighty millions of specie, if you force 
by your policy, bank paper from circulation? For the 
constitution ‘authorizes every creditor to exact specie, 
(if he is unfeeling enough to do so,) as your law autho- 
rizes the secretary of the treasury to exact specie, when 
the banks cease to redeem their paper. 


We can form some idea of the amount of debts which 
are owed by the people, from the president’s message. 
He says: “At the commencement of the year 1834, the 
banking capital of the United States, including that of 
the national bank then existing, amounted to about two 
hundred millions of dollars; the bank notes then in circu- 
lation to about ninety-five millions; and the loans and dis- 
counts of the banks to three hundred and twenty-four mil- 
lions. Between that time and the first of January, 1836, 
being the latest period to which accurate accounts have 
been received, our banking capital was increased to more 
than two hundred and forty-one millions; their paper cir- 
culation to more than one hundred and forty millions; 
and the loans and discounts to more than four hundred 
and forty-seven millions. "T'o this vast increase are to be 
added the many millions of credit, §&c. Then, according 
to the president’s own showing, the people owe the banks 
nearly eight hundred millions of dollars, to say nothing 
of the immense amount of which is owing between mer- 
chant and dealer, between farmer and mechanic; and 
I should not be exorbitant, if I were to say it amounts tu 
at least ten times that sum. Then, suppose you would 
carry out your hard money experiment: what would it 
lead to? ‘The government exacts its dues in gold anid 
silver, and requires the deposite banks and the people to 

ay it in gold and silver; the banks which have made 
loans, as all have, callon the importing merchants to pay 
them in gold and silver; the importing merchant calls on 
the retailing merchant to pay him in gold and silver; 


| the interior merchant calls on the farmer, and the farmer 
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calls on the mechanic. Cannot all see the impossibilit 
of paying more than ten hundred millions of debts with 
eighty mulions of gold and silver?’ There is not gold 
enough in the world to pay the debts of the people of 
this nation. But wpe J rns pur-blindly, you press on 
with your schemes; | ask any member on this floor, 
if any of his constituents were to owe a debt, say one 
thousand dollars, and be possessed of property to the 
amount of ten thousand dollars, if it would not require 
the whole property he possessed, if it were to become a 
general policy to pay in gold and silver, to sell for one 
thousand dollars. So far from this policy having the 
tendency to benefit the poor, it will, in its results, if it be 
not arrested, make the rich poor; and the poor man, who 
is forced to pay all his debts in gold and silver, will find 
himself beggared, if not incarcerated in the jail of his 
county. ‘That is the paradise of suffering and misery, 
which such a measure will lead him to; and if he follows 
such counsellors as we have had for the last three years, 
he should prepare his mind and body to endure penury 
and suffering. “It is in those countries,” says an able 
writer, “only, where labor is well rewarded, and where 
the mass of the 29 ve are placed in a situation to accu- 
mulate wealth, that they acquire a stake in the hedge, and 
are, In Consequence, made to feel a direct personal in- 
terest in the support of all those great fundamental prin- 
“iples essential to the existence of society, which they 
otherwise regard either with indifference or aversion, 


and which the slightest provocation is sufficient to in- 
duce them to attack.” 


_ But these statesmen, who ride in their English car- 
riages with white servants in livery, who all feed upon 
the public crib, say that the people are too voluptuous, 
they have too many luxuries, that they are too extrava- 
rant, and that their rulers are determined to bring them 
down to primeval simplicity; that they must be brought 
down to the economy of the pastoral ages, and republi- 
can simplicity, which we read of in books of olden 
times; to the hard-money days of Lycurgus, when a man 
was regarded as a patriot, if he not only would covet, 
but if he would steal his neighbor’s property, without 
being detected in the thett—whien their bread was inade 
of acorns, and the skins of wild beasts furnished them 
with raiment. Or are we to be brought down to later 
cays, the days when cocoa seeds were received in part 
of South America for a currency? That had more 
plausibility about it, for the holder of that currency could 
convert it into an article of food, which was no small 
improvement upon Lycurgus’s system. 

Example has no more effect than precept; and he 
who wishes to reforni society must first reform himself; 
and if the president and his secretary would start the 
fashion, they might advise with better hope of success. 
Let the president dress himselfin sackcloth, and his se- 
cretary in the skins of wild beasts, or borrow a dress 
from Keokuck or Black Hawk, who are now in the city, 
and start out as missionaries tu proselyte the people, and 
they will soon find how many converts they will make. 
‘I'he first district which they would enter would be the 
district which [ have the honor to represent on this floor. 
Let them approach some settlement of industrious 
friends, or German farmers—the former they would 
first reach in about teu miles from this place. 'The presi- 
dent would enlarge upon the advantages of his new sys- 
tem, and finally hand the listening crowd over to his faith- 
ful squire, who would show, by statistics, what would 
be saved to the nation, if no luxuries were imported from 
abroad, and how much less their merchants’ and tal- 
lors’ bills would be if they adopted his attire—to banish 
broadcloth coats and merino shawls. We can well 
conjecture, Mr. Chairman, that the women, if they said 
nothing, would look inexpressible things. And { can 
imagine some such man as Roger Brook, a resident of 
Montgomery, who is a man of reading and a wit, reply- 
in to the president, and saying that his costume and 
the secretary’s were unique and peculiar; that he be- 
longed to a society that but seldom changed good habits; 
that he liked to read of such attire in the Bible, but could 
not say that he was at that moment prepared to adopt it. 
Although they are reiaarkable for treating both invited 
and stranger guests with great hospitality, he. would 
play off Van Burenism upon Van hunselt; and say to 
him, as a delinquent debtor once said to a dunning Cre- 
ditor, friend, cail next week, and then I will tell 
you when you can call again. 





But we have had some of these currencies in ourown 
country, or something very much like them. In the de- 
mocratic simplicity ot the trappers of the Rocky moun- 
tains at this time, they use peit instead of bank notes, 
and pay their debts in the skins of beavers, Otter, or rac- 
koons. Before the purchase of Louisiana, and until 
1804, deer skins were a legal tender, by the laws of all 
Upper Louisiana, at forty cents apound. Our forefathers, 
in their republican simplicity, made fish oil, cotton, and 
tobacco, au legal tender; and you cannot now Open an 
old statute book, of either Virginia or Maryland, that has 
not tobacco so often written in it, that it really smells of 
the indigenous weed. In Mary!and, by the law of 1732, 
tobacco was made a legal teuder at a penny a pound, 
and Indian corn at twenty pence a bushel. Whilst in 
Virginia, in 1618, tobacco was made a legal tender at 





3s. per pound; and, in 1620, the “young” and beautiful 
“women who were shipped by the Virginia company 
i2 England to that colony to be married to the residents, 
the price on each was a hundred pounds of tobacco, | 
though, when the article was scarce, as much as a hun- | 
dred and fitty pounds was paid.” 

This kind of currency is very elegantly described in 
the sixteenth number of Salmagundi, where it represents 
that “:he lady of a southern planter will lay out the 


whole annual produce of a rice plantation in silver and 
in gold muslins, lace veils, and new liveries; carry a hogs- 
head of tobacco on her head, and trail a bale of sea island 
cotton at her heels; while a lady of Boston or Salem 
will wrap herself up in the nett proceeds of a cargo of 
whale oil, and tie on her hat with a quintal of codfish!” 
I do not believe that any of my constituents wish to go 
back to the tobacco experiment of their ancestors; many 
of them raise most excellent tobacco, and some like to 
exhilarate their senses with it; but none, I believe, are 
anxious to have their dues paid in it; they would prefer 
the miserable currency which you have now afflicted 
them with. I know by how frail a tenure I hold the at- 
tention of the committee; but as it has favored me with 
its attention, | am emboldened to proceed a little further, 
and will attempt to illustrate the positions loosely thrown 
out in my remarks—the necessity of the government to 
establish, by wise regulations, a currency for the people; 
and the absolute impossibility of the advance of this na- 
tion in its usual and rapid strides to wealth, to greatness, 
and to power, without an abundant and good currency. 
I will not go into a discussion of metaphysics and ab- 
stractions, as one half of the political economists do, who 
write long and labored books, to find out whether gold 
and silver is properly money or not; whether it is a mer- 
chantable commodity, and ought to be sold as any other 
production of labor;whether bank paper is a good and safe 
representative of value, or whether it may be worn out 
and more quickly consumed than the precious metals.— 
I will leave these discussions to those who have a taste 
for them. Iam in the congress of the United States, 
and feel that it is my duty to act upon circumstances 
around me; to look at the past. and try to do the best I 
can for the future. Close refinements may suit the pur- 
pose of the learned lawyer, and abstract metaphysics 
may suit the man of recondite lore; but practical utility, 
I think, will best suit an American legislator. 

I will take the liberty of reading an extract or two 
from a little volume I holdin my hand. It is about half 
the size of the report of the secretary of the treasury, and 
contains, in my poor judgment, more sound maxims of 
usefulness to the laboring class than all the messages and 
reports, and speeches too, which have been wnitten by 
the presidents and secretaries, and their friends, for the 
last four years. Iam sorry to discover that it is not to 
be found in any of the libraries in this capitol; and whilst 
I am making a miscellaneous speech, I will use this oc- 
casion to say that I am sorry for the American taste, 
that they buy up every large volume of romance that is 
published, whilst pamphlets of solid information are 
neglected. In England it is different; nothing is quick- 
er bought and read there than political essays and statis- 
tical tracts. We have nota taste for statistics, and nothing 
is more important for a public man. The volume which 
I will read from is one that was sent to me by a travel- 
led friend from Edinburgh. It was written by J. R. 
McCullough, and is entitled “An Essay on the cireum- 
stances which determine the rate of wages, and the con- 
dition of the laboring classes.”’ The first section is head- 
ed, “rate of wages in any given country at any particu- 
lar period, determined on the magnitude of the fund or 
capital appropriated to the payment of wages, compared 
with the number of laborers.”” He says, “the capital of 
a country consists of all that portion of produce of indus- 
try existing in it which can be made directly available, 
either to the support of human existence, or to the facili- 
tating of production. But the portion of capital to which 
it is now necessary to advert consists of the food, clothes, 
and other articles required for the use and consumption 
of the laborer. This portion forms the fund out of which 
their wages must be wholly paid. We shall err if we 
suppose that the capital of a country depends on advan- 
tageousness of situation, richness of soil, or extent of 
territory. ‘These, undoubtedly, are circumstances of 
very great importance, and must have a powerful influ- 
ence in determining the rate at which a people advance 
in the career of wealth and civilization. Butit is obvi- 
ously not on these circumstances, but on the actual 
amount of the accumulated produce of previous labor, or 
of capital devoted to the payment of wages, in the posses- 
sion of a country, at any given period, that its power of 
supporting and employing laborers must entirely depend. 
A fertile soil affords the means of rapidly increasing 
capital; but that is notall. Before that soil can be cul- 
tivated, capital must be provided for the support of the 
laborers employed upon it, just as it must be by provid- 
ing for the support of those engaged in manufactures, or 
in any other department of industry. 

“Itis a necessary consequence to this principle, that the 
amount of subsistence falling to each laborer, or the rate 
of wages, must depend on the proportion which the 
whole capital bears to the whole amount of the laboring 
population. If the amount of capital is increased, with- 
out a corresponding increase taking place in the popu- 
lation, a larger share of such capital will fall to each in- 
dividual, or the rate of wages wiil be increased. And 
if, on the other hand, population is increased faster than 
capital, a less share will be appropriated to each indivi- 
dual, or the rate of wages wiil be reduced.” 

“So long as capital and population continue to march 
abreast, or to increase or diminish in the same proportion, 
so long will the rate of wages, and consequently the con- 





dition of the laborers, continue unaffected; and it is only | 
when the proportion of capital to population varies, | 


. . . . . . . | 
' when it is either increased or diminished, that the rate | 


of wages sustains a corresponding advance or diminu- 
tion. The well-being and comtort of the laboring classes 
are, therefore, essentially dependant on the relation 
which their increase bears to the increase of the capital 
that is to feed and employ them. If they increase faster 
than capital, their wages will be reduced; and if they in- 
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crease slower, they will be augmented. In fact a 
are no means whatever by which the command of the lal vm 
ing class over the necessaries and conveniences of life or 
be enlarged, other than by accelerating the increase o if A a 
tal us compared with population, or by retarding the 2 
crease of population as compared with capital; and aang 
scheme of improving the condition of the laborer, whi v 
is not bottomed on this principle, or which has not an i : 
crease of the ratio of capital to population for its o};.., 
must be completely nugatory and ineffeetual,” 


Such are the views, not of a man who wishes to }, 
returned to congress upon some popular prejudice, ah 
aspires to a secretaryship, or a foreign mission, or to 4); 
bos yon but one who writes for the benefit of man- 

ind, and is willing to meet fhis reward in the approba 
tion of a benefitted and grateful posterity. If I may ver 
ture to illustrate his views, in this country we have now 
some eight or ten hundred millions of circulating me. 
dium, which is received, and gladly received, by all who 
have debts to collect, as money. If you adopt the ad. 
vice offered, and destroy our banking Anstitutions, you 
reduce the circulating medium to the amount of ‘the 
specie in the nation, which has been computed at eighty 
millions; but I do not believe that it is much more tha} 
half that amount. Then you will have a currency o,; 
circulating medium which, it you were to divide j 
among the people, would give each individual some 
three or four dollars. The effect would be, that those 
who work for a dollar a day now, would have their 
wages reduced to some ten or twelve cents per day; for 
instead of increasing the capital with the increase of the 
population, you reduce the capital to about five per cen, 
of what it is now, whilst the population of the country 
increases about five per cent. every year. Or you would 
have to raise the value of money more than a thousand 
per cent., and say that a dime shall in future pass for a 
dollar—an eagle for a hundred dollars. I will read ano. 
ther extract from his second chapter, exhibiting the 
“comparative increase of capital and population.” “I; 
is not possible to obtain,” he says, “any precisely accu- 
rate estimate of the absolute quantity of capital in a coun- 
try at different periods; but the capacity of that capital 
to feed and employ laborers, and the rate of its increase, 
may, notwithstanding, be learned with sufficient accu- 
racy for our purpose, by referring to the progress of po- 
pulation. Itis clear, from the statements already made, 
that the inhabitants of a country, supposng them to have 
the same, or about the same, command of the necessa- 
ries and conveniences of life, cannot increase without a 
corresponding increase of capital. Whenever, therefore, 
we find the people of a country increasing without any, 
or with but very little, variation taking place in their 
condition, we may conclude that the capital of the coun- 
try is increasing in the same, or very near the same pro- 
portion. Now, it has been established beyond all ques- 
tion, that the population of several of the states of North 
America has, after making due allowance for immi- 
grants, continued to double, for a century past, in so 
short a period as twenty, or at most twenty-five years; 
and as the quantity of necessaries and conveniences 
falling to the share of an inhabitant of the United States 
has not been materially increased or diminished during 
the last century, this increase of ,population is a provi 
that the capital of the country has advanced in a cor- 
responding ratio. But in ail old settled countries, the 
increase of capital, and consequently of population, is 
muchslower. The population of Scotland, for example, 
is supposed to have amounted to 1,059,000 in 1700; and 
as it amounted to 2,135,000 in 1820, it would follow, on 
the principle already stated, that the capital of the coun- 
try had required about one hundred and twenty years 
to double. In like manner, the population of England 
and Wales amounted to 6,064,000 in 1740, and to 
12,256,000 in 1821, showing that the population, and, 
therefore, the capital, of that country applicable to the 
support of man, or the supply of food, clothes, and other 
articles necessary for the support of human life, had 
doubled in about eighty years.” 

“The effects which the different rates at which capi 
tal and population advance in different countries have 
on the condition of their inhabitants, may be exemplitied 
in a very striking manner by comparing the rate of 1- 
crease and the actual state of the people of Great Bri- 
tain, with the rate of increase and the actual state of the 
people of Ireland. It is certainly true that there has been 
a considerable increase in the capital of Ireland during 
the last hundred years; though no one in the least ac- 
quainted with the progress of the different parts of the 
empire has ever supposed that this increase has borne 
the proportion either of a third, or even a fourth, to the 
increase of capital in England and Scotland during the 
same period. But the increase of population in Ireland, 
as compared with its increase in Britain, has been wide- 
ly different from the increase in the capital of the two 
countries, or in their means of employing people, sup 
porting them in a state of comfort and respectability- 
According to the tables given in the parliamentary re- 
ports, the population of Great Britain amounted, in 1720, 
to 6,955,000, and in 1821 it amounted to 14,391,000, hav- 
ing a little more than doubled in the course of the cet- 
tury; while, from the same reports, it appears that the 
population of Ireland, whose capital had increased i $0 
wnfertor a proportion to that of Britain, amountea to vers 
little more than two millions in 1731, and to very near 
seven millions in 1821; having nearly quadrupled in le*s 
time than the population of Britain took to double! He 


ect, 


further says: “all the witnesses exemined by the con, 


mittee of the house of commons, on ‘the employment 4 
the poor of Ireland,’ in 1823, concur in representing the:! 
nwnbers as excessive, and their condition as wreiche: 
in the extreme. Their cabims, which are of the most me 
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pie description, are utterly unprovided with any thing 
ye can be called furniture. In many families there 
th Yaa such things as bed clothes. The children, in ex- 
pares districts of Munster and the other provinces, 
er not a single rag to cover their nakedness; and, 
isenever the potato crop becomes even in a slight de- 
‘ee deficient, the scourge of famine and disease is felt 
‘every corner of the country. The right honorable 
\aurice Fitzgerald, M. P., mentionsthat ‘he had known 
che peasantry of Kerry quit their houses in search of 
employment, offering to work for the meanest subsist- 
ence that could be obtained, for two pence a day; in 
short, for any thing that would purchase food enough 
o keep them alive for the ensuing twenty-four hours. 

[ will read but one line more, and then lay down 
his useful volume. He _— “that while the average 
market price of a day’s labor in England may be 
‘aken at from 20d. to 2s., it cannot be taken at more than 
54, in Ireland.” aoe fe ; 

These undoubted historical facts are so conclusive to 
my mind, that I will not attempt to enlarge upon what 
gems so convincing to the reflecting understanding, 
further than to say that they first convince us that you 
are not to judge of the prosperity of a nation by its rapid 
increase Of population; but if capital does not advance 
side by side with population, misery and poverty will be 
the inevitable consequence, and that the poor will be 
the first and most numerous sufferers; that capital ad- 
vanced in England with its population, and wealih and 
comfort followed in its train; population rapidly increas- 
ed in Ireland, whilst capital lagged behind, and misery 
and wretchedness now scourge that people. ‘Then 
carry out the president’s views, and those of his secre- 
tarv: after first destroying the United States bank, then 
destroying the state banks, by your bankrupt scheme; 
destroy capital; destroy credit, which the president 
says has been carried too far, and should be checked. 
Do all this, and the poor man sees his fate read in the 
history of Ireland. ‘Their distresses are great beyond 
deseription; their means of support the most scanty; 
and the Irishman said truly, as he said wittily, that 
the first mouthful of bread he ever ate was a potato; 
ves, sir, the potato is his meat and his bread, and often 
he is without it. Carry out your system, and _ the 
cheapest food, which is the potato, will be that which 
the poor of this country will be forced to live upon. 
They will not be able to buy a barrel of flour or a bar- 
rel of pork. 

Jank credit, individual confidence, and the credit 
system, have been the chief currency ef our nation for 
hity years. 
nation has in so short apenod. But now the president 
tells us and the people, that the government must cut 
loose fron: the community; that they have been trading 
on borrowed eapital; and have carried the credit sys- 
ten too far. Such language would be ungenerous 
from that source, if in all respects true. Who did most 
to adopt measures which brought about these results? 
You destroyed the United States bank, and at least 


tacitly invited the states to fill the vacuum of that insti- 
; tuton by making banks of their own. 


You told these 
siate banks to discount liberally. ‘The people, believ- 


ing that all was true which you told them, increased | 


their business: the farmer bought more land, the me- 
Each went in 
debt, believing if your promises of a better currency 
would be realized, that he could not only meet his lia- 
nities, but enlarge his means. Your promises were 
not realized; and now he mects with executive denun- 
cation for trusting to that very executive. Is not this 
Ungenerous? Is it not cruel? 
in cruelty, which a fallen angel might envy. 
The president, in his message, has written, as I have 


' §poxen, about a great many things; among others, he 


1! - . 
tells us that England has overtraded, and all Lurope 
let embarrassments as we feel them. 
It is often true, (and the president’s messavze proves 


I, as Lord Brougham has well said, that philosophers fourth of the state to make the amount; and that is the 


ave been led into an error, not uncommon in many of 
the departments of science, and in none more frequent 
Man in politics—the mistake of the occasion for the 
cause, and of a collateral effect for a principle of causa- 
ton. Sir, itis true that there have been, and are, em- 
barrassments in the moneyed arrangements of Europe; 
but did it originate there? No, sir. I have an interest- 
i" pamphlet before me, written very recently, and 


: transtated from the French, which I cannot trespass 


s thatthe first 


: upon 


pon the time of the committee to read extracts from. 
ut it shows, by the most conclusive demonstration, 
cause of our distresses was the warfare 
upon the bank and the currency by general Jackson in 


» “Us country; and that so clearly allied is the whole 
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= of the 
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Slates; 


p“iving the 


/ “mercial world with this nation, that embarrass- 


ents in this country are felt, and will be, in a greater 
or " 


ipoa } ° 
—_ aegree, by every power of Europe with whom 
Ye trade. Civilization and commerce have made the 


‘man family, so far as trade is concerned, as one Hs 


Pe, and you cannot derange the interest of one wit 
allecting the business of all. 

“4S connexion aiid this dependance have been the 
ier credit system, which has been so much de- 
onan ved, and which has been enlarged upon in the 
ra niessage. I have listened to speeches on this 
>In which whole pages of the gouge plan have 
en adopted; yes, sir, the whole anti-bank plan. The 


Out 


itt 
luded to, to show that by individual banks the interest 
people and the nation could be promoted. Sir, 
aen and political economists run into error in re- 
theories of abstract writers. Practical 
knows how to receive or to eschew maxime 


li Ima at 


Never has any nation prospered as this | 


of writers which apply to a particular nation in a par- 
ticular condition. ‘The provinces of Germany are small; 
the line of business is defined. Our nation is as yet 
new, and immensely expansive. What may be wise 
in a little state in the centre of Europe, may not be 
wise in a large state in an immense hemisphere. 

But I deny that any of the Germanic provinces have 
gained their wealth or their prosperity by the simple 
gold money system, by excluding the whole founda- 
tions of the credit system. And, in support of this 
opinion I will read one sentence from the first volume 
of Lord Brougham’s admirable work en the colonial 
policy of European nations: “credit has contributed to 
the astonishing increase of the Dutch settlements, so 
much wanted in all other colonies.” ‘To sustain this 
opinion, I will read an extract from ‘Thornton on paper 
credit, showing that paper credit has been a great 
cause of the prosperity of Holland. He says “the 
extent of the circulating medium of Holland is deserv- 
ing of notice. Besides the great circulation of bank 
notes and receipts, government paper and bills of ex- 
change, (which latter are without doubt a part of the 
circulating paper of every trading country, although 
they circulate more slowly than the other parts,) the 
system of colonial credit must have always thrown into 
the market a very large portion of circulating paper.” 
Then, sir, when it is thus shown that the Germanic 
siates and Holland owe their prosperity to the paper 
system and to credit, they will no longer be quoted 
against both. 

“If there is one man on earth who knows when to 
use the credit system, it is a German, whether he is in 
Europe or America; because he is a close calculator of 
number one. If he finds, after making his estimates, 
that he can easily repay, he will then borrow money at 
six per cent., when he has convinced his mind that he 
wil make eight, or ten, or twelve, upon its judicious 
use. They do not want the executive, or any one else, 
to tell them how to make their estimates; they are the 
safest calculators in the world. 

Some gentlemen here, from the south, have advocated 
this measure and the views of the executive—to destroy 
the banking system of our country, to disconnect go- 
vernment from the banks, and to restrain the credit 
policy of the nation. I have, it is true, traveled much 
through the south, the west, and the north. I have 
read mnch of all, and reflected anxiously on their sepa- 
rate and blended interests; still 1 do not feel sufficient 
confidence in myself to dissent too rashly from some of 
the opinions which I have heard of members, who take, 
with an air of confidence, the interests of their respec- 
tive resions of the country under their own protection. 
I cannot, however, restrain the expression of my doubts 
that the interest of the south will be promoted by these 
measures. I honestly believe that there is no part of 
the union where capital is in such demand, and credit 
so much required, as in the south—the cotton-growing 
regions. It may be true that, in some of the old 
southern states—in South Carolina, for instance, where 
capital is somewhat fixed and established—those who 
receive large patrimonial possessions, with hands upon 
them to work them, and money to carry them on, may 





It is a very refinement | 


© states of the Germanie provinces have been al- | 


do well in any vicissitude of our policy, but less advan- 
tageously upon the new than the oldsystem. But even 
that favored portion of the population of the states of 
the south is comparatively but a small portion. The 
creat mass of the cotton-growers are men who have 
moderate means, and are forced to extend their credit. 
They may have a few thousand dollars and a few ne- 
|groes. After they shall have purchased a plantation, 
they will find their funds are exhausted, and that they 
must resort to credit to get their establishment into 
profitable operation; and this is more especially the 
case of the southwestern states. An editor in Missis- 
sippi some time ago said that that state did not owe less 
than ten millions of dollars for negrees; in other words, 
for laboring capital. Now require that state to pay ten 
millions in specie, and you would have to sell at least one 





| most extensive cotton-growing state in the southern 
country. 

Sir, I maintain that this very productive labor, as it 
has been called—the slave labor of the south—is strict- 
y and truly more of capital than labor. I could quote 
lord Brougham, and the reasoning of senator Tracy, 
to sustain the opinion, but I will not read from either; 
for I have not time to discuss it before this almost ex- 
hausted committee; nor is it important for my present 
purpose. But, to come to the middle, the grain-grow- 
ing and agricultural states; how few of the number of 
their inhabitants have been left farms, and utensils, and 
money, sufficient to carry on the whole of the parapher- 
nalia of farming operations? Nine out of ten have to 
purchase farms, and to gain credit for their personal pro- 
perty, in order to carry them on with prosperity. “A 
farm,” says senator T'racy, “is a real manufactory:" “a 
field is a real utensil, or, if you please, a store of first 
| materials; to set it into profitable motion, you must 
1ave capital, or credit to gain capital, in order to make 
it usefal or profitable. 

But if we were, as it is our duty, to turn our eyes and 
inaniry farther north, where manufactures and farming 
vo hand in hand together: a manufacturer builds his 
factory, but finds that his ability will not be sufficient 
to purchase all of the raw material to be worked up 
into useful and profitable fabrics. He must either gain 
credit, or at once dismiss his hands, and abandon his 
useful enterprise; these hands must work in some 
other and new employment. for a quarter of a dollar a 
day, instead of gaining a dollar, if the head of the fac- 
tory could have obtained credit. Thus, your system 








| will prostrate the man of some capital, and throw out 


of employment the man who has but a useful trade. 
But how can you carry on commerce between man 
and man without a sound convertible currency, with- 
out immense loss to both the consumer and producer? 
Tracy has truly said that “commerce and society are 
one and the same thing;’” he has said in another place, 
“commerce is the whole of society, as labor is the 
whole of riches.”” The internal commerce among the 
states and the people of the states is vastly greater than 
its foreign commerce, and requires some circulating 
medium to represent value. ‘There is not gold and sil- 
ver enough for this purpose: then you are forced to 
have either a convertible or inconvertible paper curren- 
cy, or make the productions of labor a currency. You 
had a convertible paper currency, the best in the world, 
and the nation was happy and prosperous. You 
taught the people to be dissatisfied with it, and to aid 
you in destroying it; and they are now afflicted with 
an inconvertible depreciating currency. ‘To restore 
the former prosperity, you must restore the former cur- 
rency. 

You tell the people to banish from use small notes; 
and your measures force the people to countenance 
their existence. We hada good currency in Maryland 
a few years ago. ‘That state prohibited the circulation 
of notes under five dollars, and I believe but one bank 
under their charters could issue notes of a less denomi- 
nation. Public necessity has been made paramount 
to the law and the policy of the state, and every corpo- 
ration, and almost every individual in business, feels 
himself authorized to become a banker, and to fill the 
state with notes of the fractional! parts of a dollar. This 
was the case in all the states, as now, when the first 
Bank of the United States was destroyed. I have in 
my possession a relic of those days—a note of the de- 
nomination of “ten cents,” which a friend sent me 
from Virginia, on the “Farmers, Mechanics, and 
Merchants’ bank” of “Charlestown, Jefferson county, 
Virginia;” issued “November 2d, 1815,” and signed 
“Win. Brown, cashier.’ I have another precious relic 
of past days, when there was no United States bank. 
It is printed on coarse, stiff paper, and designates “No. 
27,413” for “fifteen shillings,” “according to an act of 
the general assembly of Pennsylvania, passed the thir- 
teenth year of the reign of his majesty George the 
Taird, dated the first day of October, 1773, signed 
Thos. Leech, William Griffin, James Stephens; and 
on the back of the note is written, “Jo counterfeit, is 
DEATH.” J am as much opposed to the circulation of 
small notes, and as much in favor of a sound and abun- 
dant specie basis, and specie circulation, as any gentle- 
man on this floor. Hence it is that I am in favor of 
such measures as will effect that desirable result—mea- 
sures that have been tried; not the chimerical schemes 
of fanciful politicians. 

Irom the genius and character of our people, spread 
as they are from the east many thousand miles wes’, 
filling all the intermediate country, of every variety ot 
production, from almost the polar region of the north 
to the land of the sugar cane and perennial verdure, it 
is impossible to carry on free interchange and trade, 
without immense loss to the people, without a better 
currency than we have at this time. I have ne doubt 
if a United States bank were established, with a capi- 
tal of thirty or forty millions of dollars, to issue no notes 
of a-less denomination than ten dollars, its notes to be 
received in payment of government dues, and the notes 
of all banks that shall resume specie payments within 
a given period; that, after a limited period, neither the 
sovernment nor the bank should receive notes of any 
bank that issued notes less than five dollars, and, after 
a farther period, of ten—you would gradually have 
withdrawn all the small notes; confidence would be re- 
stored, and the people would once more see and han- 
dle specie. The operation would be gradual, and 
create no alarm, or embarrassment, or derangement in 
business. Whatever might be the character of the state 
banks, they would find it to their interest to conform 
to these regulations; for the receivability of their notes 
by the government and the bank would induce ther 
to call in all their sma!l notes; for those banks could 
not prosper whose notes would be continually return- 
ing upon them as soon as thrown into circulation, as 
the notes of every bank would that were not received 
by the government and the bank and its branches. 

At any rate, this is the conclusion to which my mind, 
after anxious research and reflection, has attained. By 
such a course, we would enable the people gradually t 
extricate themselves from their difficulties, and the na- 
tion, now and in future time, would be benefitted. 

But we have been told, by a distinguished membcr 
from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson), that we are not legis- 
lating for posterity, but for ourselves; and that posterity 
will legislate for itself. ‘T'his is not the first tire I have 
heard of the remark being made in a legislative assem- 
bly, though not by Thomas Jeflerson. Rut there is au- 
thority, and very high authority, for it—the authority of 
sir Hugh Boyle Roch. Barrington, in his Personal 
Sketches, mentions that a debate arose in the Irish 
house of commons, on the vote of a grant which was 
recommended by sir John Parnell, chancellor of the 
exchequer, as one not likely to be felt burdensome for 
many years to come. It was observed, in reply, that 
the house had no just right to load posterity with a 
weighty debt, for what could in no degree operate to 
their advantage. Sir Hugh, eager to defend the measures 
of government, immediately rose, and, in a few words, 
put forward the most unanswerable argument which 
human ingenuity could possibly devise. “What! Mr. 





Speaker,” said he, “and so we are to beggar ourselves for 


» 
ip " pi ; 


~~ 


= 


ee 
Sie Be See r? 


: 
ia 


oa al 
ey ee 


* 


a 


sheng 3 AR Bea 

















nos a S win 
Sateen i 
Sgn ete = 


‘Si AES 
— 
~~ 


eee ee 
os 
, ee a 
ee 


Re 

ie 
ee 
~~ - = 
tay" 








a0 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 6, 18838—SPEECH OF MR. JOHNSON, OF MD. 














fear of vexing posterity! Now, I would ask the honor- 
able gentleman, and this still more honorable house, 
why we should put ourselves out of the way to do an 

thing for posterity—for what has posterity done for us?” 

Sir Hugh perceiving, upon taking his seat, that there 
were many smiling, and not being conscious that he 
had said any thing out of the way, concluded that the 
house had mistaken him. He therefore rose and beg- 

d leave to explain, as he apprehended that gentlemen 
1ad entirely mistaken his words. He assured the 
house “that by posterity he did not all mean our ances- 
tors, but those who were to come tnmediately after 
them. 

Such reasoning may have effect on some minds, but 
it can have none on mine. ‘That an American congress 
shall not shape their measures to benefit posterity, is a 
sentiment I can never subscribe to. There is an in- 
stinct in all animated nature, to protect its offspring. 
‘The most timid animal that is not endowed with rea- 
son will peril its existence to protect its young. What 
huntsman has not seen the skittish pheasant change its 
nature, at times, at his sudden approach, and, crying 
warning to its afin shted brood, flutter before his foot- 
steps, with its rich plumage expanded, as if to challenge 
his deadly aim! And what generous huntsman has 
not paused, in harmless admiration, till the fond mother 
could make an adroit retreat to its secure brood! Is it 
possible for the day ever to arrive when the house of re- 

resentatives will have become so metamorphosed as to 
orget all instinct of nature, all duty of reason, as to look 
singly at the selfish interest of themselves, without con- 
sulung their duty to posterity? No, sir, it is not possible: 
the laws of human nature will never be so changed. 

[cannot but allude to a remark made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens.) He expa- 
tiated, as the message has, upon the banking system 
of this country and England, and said that England 
had over-traded and over-banked. 

[ could but picture in my mind that the gentleman 
from South Carolina was in the British house of com- 
mons, addressing that body with the same earnest and 
impassioned strain to change its policy, to destroy its 
bank, and to narrow down its credit system to the stan- 
dard of his judgment. I could fancy to my mind the 
whole house giving him profound attention, and_ad- 
miring his eloquence, if they doubted the wisdom of his 
views; and that, after he had concluded, some veteran 
statesman would approach him in terms of friendly gra- 
tulation, and privately admonish him, before he made 
another speech on those subjects, that he should lock 
himself upin an abundant library, and neither give nor 
receive, a visit until he had thoroughly read the entire 
history of England in relation to the causes of her pros- 
perity; that then he hoped he would be willing to make 
a speech on the other side, for he would find ample 
reasons for that change; he would find it was that policy 
which quickened into usefulness the hidden coal and 
embedded ore; it was that system which taxed the 
watercourses to lessen the taxes of the people, which 
had before flowed on unobstructed from the mountain 
side to the ocean; it was that system which makes them 
now, in tribute to industry, leap on the water-wheel, and 
labor into motion millions of spindles; it is that policy 
which has built up factories, and made all England one 
vast and prosperous workshop, and created her wealth, 
which all the gold of all the mines of South America 
could not purchase; and has given her power that half 
the world could not subdue, and has made almost all of 
it tributary to her. 

Another gentleman, in his remarks yesterday, [Mr. 
Hunter, of Virginia,) in making a hard-money speech, 
(and if he will allow me I will say it was one of the best 
I have listened to,) wished to demonstrate the evils of 
the banking system, by referring, in illustration of his 
position, to the fact that, during the long war in Europe, 
the French government adopted the policy of making a 
run onthe Bank of England, whose paper was in circu- 
lation on the continent, and consequently the bank had 
to suspend specie payments. ‘That honorable _gentle- 
man is right in his historical fact, but I must differ with 
him in his conclusion, that the British government sus- 
tained an injury by that bank from this circumstance. 


It is true, Mr. Chairman, that the French nation 
thought that one of the best ways of defeating the British 
arms Was to make an attack upon the means of supply 
of money to her armies, and did employ Jews to present 
ut the counter of the Bank of England its notes. But 
did that quick-sighted nation bend to the policy of its 
enemy, and countenance the discredit of its banks?— 
Did the government of England, when a run was made 
on the banks, do as our government has done—denounce 
and aid to ruin the banks? No, sir. The ministers at 
once brought in a bill to invite—yes, sir, to request—the 
Bank of England to suspend specie payments. Did the 
government of England do as our government has done 
—refuse to take the notes of the bank? No, sir; in that 
very bill of 1797 they made the notes a legal tender, and 
stamped the encouraging seal of the nation upon them, 
by saying that the government would take them tor pub- 
lic dues. It was a consummate policy, and the sequel 

vroved it; for, although the law was limited to six months, 
i think it was renewed, from time to time, for some 
twenty years. Did the notes of that bank depreciate as 
the notes of our banka have, that have been dishoacved 
by the government? Read the history of English cur- 
rency, and you will find that it did not. ‘That policy 
revented a panic and sustained credit, and enabled 
Bneland to contract a debt of twenty-five hundred mil- 
lions, in a war of unprecedented consumption and fury. 
By preserving credit at home, she gained it abroad; and 
nothing aided her more than the Bank of England. It 





was this policy which made her victorious in that war; 
it was because industry was her capital, and credit her 
currency. 

Mr. Chairman, I have trespassed much longer upon 
the time of the committee that I had intended; but a 
dread of the consequences of this measure upon the far- 
mers and mechanics of the district which I represent 
has induced me, together with the attention which I 
have received, to claim so large a portion of your time. 

I will answer one other remark, whilst up, from m 
southern friends, and then hand them over to their consti- 
tuents. My friend from Virginia [Mr. Robertson] said that 
he voted tor this same scheme in the twenty-third con- 
gress, when general Gordon proposed his “skeleton’”’ of 
a bill; that, as he went for the “divorce” system then, he 
will sustain his consistency by going for the bill under 
debate; and that most of the members of the opposition 
went for it then. _ A friend from the eastern shore of 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] has infurmed the house that he and 
many others voted for it then, in courtesy to his colleague 
who had moved it, so as to bring the proposition before 
the house; but never dreamed for a moment of voting 
for it on its final passage. 

I wish here to say that I was not in my place—from 
indisposition—when the vote was taken on general 
Gordon’s proposition; but had I been, I would have 
voted against it. 

If my honorable friend is willing to sue out for a “di- 
vorce,”’ in order to marry a “skeleton,” I should not be, 
if I were united to the worst shrew in the world. But 
there is no debating about taste. 

If I wished to consult a lawyer of profound legal read- 
ing and reflection upon an abstract question in that 
complex science, the first gentleman in this house that 
[ would approach would be the learned gentleman from 
Richmond, [Mr. Robertson;] but if I wished to ask ad- 
vice in selecting ‘ta help meet,” I think that he would 
be the last. I will candidly admit that my friend has 
more courage than myself. I do not believe that I could 
screw my courage up to join in wedlock’s embrace a 
skeleton of dry bones. I would have first to see it filled 
with muscles, flesh and blood, life and animation, fair 
symmetry and proportion. I must first see the human 
form and face divine; and then, but not till then, I 
would venture to—“speak to it.”’ 

What assurance can the gentleman have that his 
skeleton might not be made by the secretary, who has 
to fill up the outlines of the form, a hideous caricature— 
a monster in human form, afflicted with 


**All the ils that fiesh is heir to?” 


“ all diseases, all maladies, 

Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 

Of heart-sic agony, all feverous kinds— 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 

Intestine ills and ulcers, colic pangs, 

Demoniac phrensy, moping melancholy, 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums.”’ 

The skeleton of the bill before us—for it is but a skele- 
ton—although accompanied with “vaults” and “strong 
boxes,” they are not boxes of ointment—they are but 
Pandora’s boxes, filled with scourges and diseases, with- 
out having hope at the bottom, with which the secreta- 
ry may afflict ;with pestiferous evils the body politic, on 
whom you are going to force this unnatural a sm 

But before I exhaust the patience of this committee 
and myself, I wish to refer to one historical fact, in hopes 
that the advocates of this measure may find a aided in 
it; and in the hope that they may pause and profit by it 
before they consummate this hasty and ill-judged mea- 
sure. 

At one period of the English history, corporate privi- 
leges were as unpopular as they have been made in this 
country; they were unpopular, because abuses existed 
under them—real, not imaginary; and in none did 
abuses exist to so great an extent as in the East India 
company. 


Mr. Fox, who was made premier, finding that popu- 
lar feeling existed strongly against the abuses practised 
under that company’s incorporated privileges, and 
knowing how strong an influence he could wield, if he 
could bring every interest connected with that company 
to be dependant upon the ministry, conceived the plan, 
not of remedying the evils, but the bold scheme of an- 
nulling their charter, and appointing commissioners with 
absolute power to conduct the aflairs of that company. 
He brought forward a bill, and predicated it upon a plau- 
sible preamble of the good of the company and the good 
of the people, for its better regulation and theirs. It was 
not the skeleton of a bill, like this on your table, but full 
and ample in its parts and in its details. That the com- 
mittee may judge of its character, I will request the clerk 
to read the preamble and the first section: 


[A bill for vesting the affairs of the Fast India company in 
the hands of certain commissioners, for the benefit of the 
proprietors and the public. 

“Whereas disorders of an alarming nature and mag- 
nitude have long prevailed, and do still continue and 
increase, In the management of the territorial posses- 
sions, the revenues, and the commerce of this king- 
dom in the East Indies; by means whereof the pros- 
perity of the natives has been greatly diminished, and 
the valuable interests of this nation in the said territo- 
rial possessions, revenues, and commerce, have been 
materially impaired, and would probably have fallen 
into utter ruin, if an immediate and fitting remedy 
were not provided: 





Be it therefore enacted by the king’s most excellent } 
majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the lords | 


om SS 
| spiritual and temporal, and the commons, in this re 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of the — 
that the government and management of the ten. °? 
possessions, revenue, and commerce of the uNite . 
pany of merchants of England, trading to the East 
y the directors and proprietors of the said eo 
or either of them; and all and singular the pow 
authorities of the said directors and proprietors, or of 
special or general or other court thereof, in the ordering 
and cope | ng the said possessions, revenues, and cone 
merce; and all elections of the directors of the said song 
any be, and are hereby declared to be, discontinued 
or and during the continuance of this act; any cH = 
TER, usage, law, or statute, to the contrary notwithstand 
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The section which you have heard is sufficient for m 
purpose. y 
“Ex uno disce omnes.” 

For the public good he was for seizing upon its charter. 
ed rights and its revenues, making it dependant upon the 
executive will. Under a tide of strong popular feelin, 
he carried his bill soaps 0. one house with an immense 
majority. His bosom glowed with triumph, and he fy). 
cied himself secure in his place. 

The public mind paused, and judgment had time to 
counsel its feeling. T'he people began to reflect upon 
the consequences of the measure. They saw if tha 
company was to be destroyed, its charter taken from jt 
and all control placed in the hands of a few, it might be 
the case of all other institutions; every chartered priyi- 
lege might be taken the same way, and, finally, all pow. 
er in the nation might be exercised by the executive, or 
surrendered to it by a subservient parliament. They 
soon drew a distinction between remedying and destroy. 
ing; and by the force of a change in the popular mind, 
the bill was lost in the other house, and Mr. Fox was no 
longer minister. 

What was the great Fox’s fate may be the fate of 
others. Let others, therefore, take warning by the lcs. 
sons of history. 

Our institutions are too firmly implanted in our gene- 
ral system, they have taken too deep root in the business 
and well-being of society, property is too much valued 
and too equally divided by the i of our states and the 
laws of industrious gain, for the people to throw all things 
into hotch-potch and form a common stock, or ever to 
induce them to sustain such measures, Or measures 
which lead to such results. The golden bauble will not 
now even amuse, much less captivate, sober, well-think- 
ingmen. You cannot even entice children with it. 


You may,in a few congressional districts, still hold 
out the delusion to the people, but be assyred they will 
be but few. There is one district north of “Mason and 
Dixon’s line”’ in which it may succeed—a district repre- 
sented on this floor by a gentleman who defeated one of 
the most intelligent and amiable gentlemen I have ever 
known, by telling his constituents enormous witch sto- 
ries—as miraculous as were ever told by the famous 
“witch-king”’ who figured in the north of England some 
three centuries ago. But he finally was drowned, and 
as I know that there are mill-ponds in that gentleman’s 
district, more than six feet deep, I beg the member to 
keep a lookout. 

Sir, since the days of Isaac of Cyprus, no man_ has 
been pleased to have golden fetters placed upon hin. 
Hume informs us, that after his treasures were seized 
upon by Richard the First, and the prince incarcerated 
and bound in irons, he complained of the cruelty of his 
conqueror. Richard had the iron fetters taken off, and 
golden ones placed on in their stead. The Cyprio', 
pleased with this distinction, expressed his gratitude for 
the generosity of his conqueror. 


The people have been restrained in their business by 
golden fetters, which the executive brain has forged; 
they want them thrown off, so that they may have elbow- 
room to prosecute their industry as formerly. 

Task, I beseech, this house to pause in its course be- 
fore it sanctions such a ruinous measure. 

I appeal to the candid of all parties, whether conset- 
vatives, administration men, or whigs, to let us cease this 
“triangular fight,’ and unite in defeating this measure. 
If we have differed as widely as the poles on other ques- 
tions, let us unite in defeating this. Let us say, in the 
language of another, “like men we differed, but like men 
we have agreed.” I had rather see the pet bank plan 
new vamped and tried again. ’ 

If you will not reject this bill, or will not lay it on the 
table never to be called up again, and are resolved { 
pass it, let the worst come to the worst quickly; and the 
people who will suffer, will soon show that they have 
power as well as the executive and the two houses ot 
congress; and that the constitution has informed then 
how they can remedy their grievances. e 

But I hope it will be rejected, and that the executv’ 
will do as the kings of England and of France are forc¢' 
to do in like cases—change his ministers and his mee 
sures. Or, if he will not change his advisers, at !ea*! 
change his measures. Or, if he will not change 
measures or his advisers, then, as a republican pre‘ 
dent, in practice, finding himself in a minority in eith¢t 
house, and that he and his ministers will not alter theif 
views of the constitution and the policy of the naftiom 
they will resign the seals of office to the people, and £2) 
to them, elect other agents; we come down from ev! 
high places, that other, and abier, and better men may 
ascend. 

Or are the lines of the philosophic pcet true? 

“The age of virtuous politics is past! 
And we are deep in that of cold pretence; 
Rulers are grown too shrewd to be sincerc— 
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And we—too wise to trust them!”’ 
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